Public Comment: Proposed Vessel Regulations

Subject: Public Comment: Proposed Vessel Regulations
From: Marcia Ponto <marciap@msn.com>

Date: Wed, 21 Oct 2009 17:22:31 -0400 (EDT)

To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov

NOAA Orca Recovery
NOAA

Dear NOAA and Director Jan Lubchenco,

Although vessel operational changes are part of the solution, it still is evident
that NOAA/NMFS continues to delay on more critical actions that are needed to
protect and recovery Puget Sound?s iconic and beloved endangered orca whales, such
as: restoration of salmon runs through removal of dams; restoration of habitat,
land use restrictions, water quality improvements and changes in harvest and
hatchery practices; reduction of toxic pollution that impacts the food web; and
reduction of noise impacts from sonar and other activities.

Until these fundamental problems are addressed by NOAA/NMFS, the orca population
will cease to exist in the decades ahead.

With regard to the vessel proposal, I support the distance (200 yards) and no
intentional parking in the path of traveling whale and the concept of a ?no-go
zone? on the west side of San Juan Island. Enforcement is a key pragmatic and
fairness issue that should be addressed regarding both existing and proposed
regulations. Without a much-improved strategy for education and enforcement, it
makes no sense to increase restrictions. One of the major vessel issues is
inappropriate and harassing behavior by recreational boaters who are apparently
unaware even of the existing limits.

For the orcas!

Marcia Ponto

2332 N. 188 Sst.
Shoreline, WA 98133
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