PSU 12-02-11 Oo
Killer whale (Orcinus orca)
Necropsied at Cape Disappointment State Park on 12 February 2012
Duffield, Lambourn, Huggins ef al.

Stranding Location: Oceanside, Pacific county, WA
Date of Stranding: 11 February 2012

Sex: Female (subadult)

Decomposition code: Code 3, moderate decomposition

Selected measurements:

TOTAL LENGTH: rostrum—fluke: 375.0 cm
Girth at axilla: 234.6 cm

Mid-dorsal blubber thickness: 4.5 cm
Mid-lateral blubber thickness: 3.7 cm
Mid-ventral blubber thickness: 3.8 ¢cm

Histo samples collected (Batch 1 delivered to OSU on 29 March 2012)
Blubber Thymus

Heart Thyroid

Lung Bladder

Liver Muscle

Kidney Lymph nodes (suprascapular, subscapular, mediastinal, and repro)
Spleen Mammary tissue

Spinal cord Tongue

Intestines Spongy hemorrhaged tissue around spinal column

Colon Stomach (in separate container)

Brain

Histo samples collected (Batch 2 delivered to OSU on 04 April 2012)
Brain (left side)

Misc. samples #1

Misc. samples #2

Left bulla surrounding tissue

Right bulla surrounding tissue

Left eye and surrounding tissue

Right eye and surrounding tissue

Necropsy notes:

The animal had good body condition. At time of necropsy, carcass was slightly distended,
and bruising was noted around throat and chest (visible through skin). Left eye a little
bulgy. Genital slit and blowhole swollen, Tongue swollen and darkened. Significant soft
tissue trauma in head, chest, down right lateral side of body, lungs, and heart. Other
hemorrhagic tissues/organs included thyroid; subscapular, suprascapular, mediastinal,
and repro lymph nodes; tongue; epidural rete; esophagus; oropharynx; pharyngeal
musculature; liver; and around spinal cord at skull and rib cage bases. Marked red serous
fluid in calvarium (~2 L). Brain poured out of foramen magnum in chunks. Red serous
fluid (~3 L) in thoracic cavity, mostly on right side. Both lungs congested. Upper lung
lobes had marked red serous edema around pleural lining (more on right than left).



Approximately 50 cc of brick red pericardial fluid present. Outer heart lining had red
serous edema. Good subcutaneous fat around heart. Internal heart tissue green, possibly
due to oxidation after removal from animal. Thymus unremarkable. Liver friable and
slightly brownish. Spleen soft and mushy. Kidneys very friable. Unable to locate
adrenals. Bladder empty. Much feces present in colon. Forestomach lining sloughed in
one piece and was balled up inside main stomach. A roughened area with some erosion (8
cm x 6 cm) in posterior end of forestomach lining. Approximately 30 non-embedded
nematodes were found within balled up forestomach lining. Stomach contents included
four small fish eye lenses.



