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pugetsound.org 

July 6, 2010 

Lynne Barre 
Protected Resources Division 
Northwest Regional Office 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
7600 Sand Point Way, NE. 
Seattle, WA 98115 
Via email: orca.plan@noaa.gov, Lynne.l3arre@noaa.gov 

RE: Initiation of 5-Year Review for Southern Resident Killer Whales 

Dear Lynne: 

We arc writing to l:Omment on the Initiation o/5-Year Review/or SOllthern Resident Killer Whales Under 
the Endangered Species Act 0 r 1973, as amended (Federal Register 1V01. 75, No. 65, April 6,20 10, p. 
17377). People For Puget Sound is a non-profit mcmbership organization working to restore the health or 
Puget Sound. 

We do not see that there is any reason \0 change the status ofthc Southern Rcsident Killer Whales. 

Further, Peoplc For Puget Sound would like to reiterate (as we commented on January 15 related to the 
proposed vcssel regulations) our concern that NOAAINMFS continues to delay on key needed actions to 
rroteet oreas. We feel that action is needed now on: 

Rcstoration of salmon runs through removal of dams, rcstoration of habitat. land use 
rcstrictions, water quality improvements and changes in harvest and hatchery practices. 
Reduction of toxic pollution that impacts the food web 
Rcduction of noise impacts !i'om sonar and other activities 

I)eople For Pugct Sound and othcr stakcholdcrs provided extensive comments to NOAA in the past fcw 
years. We feel that NOAA needs to devote more staff and resources to address the orca issuc in a serious 
manner. Existing NOAA-approved salmon recovcry plans arc not adequate to restore salmon runs, Ict 
alone SUPPOl1 orca recovery. NOAA's strategy to address toxins in whales is a research plan. not an action 
plan. 

As wc have previously commented, we are concerned that speci lie arcas, including Ilood Canal and the 
west eoast, should be included in the eritica.1 habitat designation. 

We look forward to continuing to work with you towards the recovery of the orca population. Thank you 
for your consideration. You can reach mc at (206) 382-7007 XI72 if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Heather TI'im 
Urban Bays and Toxics Program Manager 
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