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Photo: Portola Hotel in Monterey, California; location of the workshop.
Credit: Jennifer Isé.

INTRODUCTION

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS, or NOAA
Fisheries), Southwest Regional Office (SWRO) and Southwest Fisheries Science Center (SWESC), hosted a
stakeholder workshop on April 24-25, 2012, in Monterey, California, to explore the potential for rights-based
management (RBM) approaches to improve the management and operations of the U.S. west coast coastal pelagic
species fishery. Forms of rights-based management, including limited entry, effort shares, and a wide variety of
catch share programs, have been implemented in several U.S. fisheries to both improve management and enhance
economic efficiencies. This was a follow-on workshop to one convened February 2-4, 2010, in San Francisco,
California, which focused on RBM programs for coastal pelagic species fisheries implemented in other countries.
The purpose of the 2012 workshop was to learn from the experiences of fishery managers and participants of
domestic RBM programs when considering possibilities for RBM in the Pacific sardine fishery (see Appendix A for
the agenda).

These proceedings summarize the principal themes presented and discussed by the speakers, panels, and
participants at the 2012 workshop. It is not intended to serve as a complete record of all the ideas or views
expressed. It does not represent consensus views of the attendees (see Appendix B for a workshop participant list).




