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Economic Efficiencies and Benefits

The potential to improve economic efficiency and market stability in the Pacific sardine fishery was viewed by 
some participants at the 2010 workshop as possible reasons to consider transitioning to a stronger form of RBM.  
More specifically, their interests were in stabilizing the market by enhancing the timing of harvests and the 
continuity of supply.  They thought that, by improving these conditions, they could devote more time to business 
planning and generate more value in the fishery.  However, there was no consensus among participants about 
the urgency in addressing these needs and whether the outcomes of a catch share program would be worth what 
participants perceive as requiring a large amount of planning time and additional regulatory complexity. 

The speakers and panelists in this session discussed the catch share programs in the Gulf of Mexico red snapper 
and Pacific sablefish fisheries, focusing on the economic conditions pre- and post-implementation.  Both catch 
share programs were constructed with relatively simple permit features.  In this sense, these programs required 
fewer administrative complexities and sideboard regulations compared to some of the other programs discussed 
in previous sessions.
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