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Resources, no later than 120 days after
completion of the USS MESA VERDE
(LPD 19) shock trial. This report must
contain the following information:
(1) Date and time of all detonations
conducted under the Letter of
Authorization.
(2) A detailed description of all predetonation and post-detonation
activities related to mitigating and
monitoring the effects of explosives
detonation on marine mammals.
(3) Results of the monitoring program,
including numbers by species/stock of
any marine mammals noted injured or
killed as a result of the detonation and
an estimate of the number, by species,
of marine mammals in the Safety Range
at the time of detonation based on posttest aerial monitoring and current
density estimates.
(4) Results of coordination with
coastal marine mammal/sea turtle
stranding networks.
§ 216.166 Modifications to the Letter of
Authorization.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, no substantive
modification, including withdrawal or
suspension, to a Letter of Authorization
issued pursuant to § 216.106 and subject
to the provisions of this subpart shall be
made until after notice and an
opportunity for public comment.
(b) If the Assistant Administrator
determines that an emergency exists
that poses a significant risk to the wellbeing of the species or stocks of marine
mammals specified in § 216.151(b), the
Letter of Authorization may be
substantively modified without prior
notification and an opportunity for
public comment. Notification will be
published in the Federal Register
subsequent to the action.
[FR Doc. 08–1461 Filed 7–18–08; 3:06 pm]
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ACTION:

SUMMARY: NOAA Fisheries announces
two inseason actions in the ocean
salmon fisheries. Inseason action #1
modified the commercial fishery from
Cape Falcon, Oregon, to the Oregon/
California Border, and from Horse
Mountain, California, to Point Arena,
California. Inseason action #2 modified
the recreational fishery from Cape
Falcon, Oregon, to Humbug Mountain,
Oregon and from Horse Mountain,
Oregon, to the U..S./Mexico Border.
DATES: Inseason action #1 was effective
on March 15, 2008, in the area from
Cape Falcon, Oregon, to the Oregon/
California Border, effective April 7,
2008, in the area from Horse Mountain
to Point Arena, CA. Inseason action #2
was effective March 15, 2008 in the area
from Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain,
Oregon, effective on April 1, 2008, in
the area from Horse Mountain to Point
Arena, CA, and effective April 15, 2008,
in the area from Point Arena, CA, to the
U.S/Mexico Border. Comments will be
accepted through August 8, 2008.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by 0648–AV56, by any one of
the following methods:
• Electronic Submissions: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal http://
www.regulations.gov
• Fax: 206–526–6736 Attn: Sarah
McAvinchey
• Mail: D. Robert Lohn, Regional
Administrator, Northwest Region,
NMFS, 7600 Sand Point Way N.E.,
Seattle, WA 98115–0070 or to Rod
McInnis, Regional Administrator,
Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West
Ocean Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long
Beach, CA 90802–4213
Instructions: All comments received
are a part of the public record and will
generally be posted to http://
www.regulations.gov without change.
All Personal Identifying Information (for
example, name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments.
Attachments to electronic comments
will be accepted in Microsoft Word,
Excel, WordPerfect, or Adobe PDF file
formats only.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sarah McAvinchey 206–526–4323.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In the
2007 annual management measures for
ocean salmon fisheries (72 FR 24539,
May 3, 2007), NMFS announced the
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commercial and recreational fisheries in
the area from Cape Falcon, Oregon, to
the U.S/Mexico Border.
On March 13, 2008, the Regional
Administrator (RA) consulted with
representatives of the Pacific Fishery
Management Council, Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
and California Department of Fish and
Game. Information related to catch to
date, Chinook and coho catch rates, and
possible impacts to Sacramento Fall
Chinook were discussed. These
inseason actions were taken because
these fisheries were to occur in the
impact area for Sacramento Fall
Chinook. This stock was projected not
to meet its escapement goal in 2008 and
therefore consistent with the MagnusonStevens Act all fisheries that impact the
stock were to be closed. By moving the
opening dates of these fisheries NMFS
and the Council would have more time
to evaluate the impacts of these fisheries
on the Sacramento River fall Chinook
stock.
As a result, on March 13, 2008, the
states recommended, and the RA
concurred that inseason action #1
would move the opening date of the
commercial fishery in the area from
Cape Falcon, Oregon, to the Oregon/
California Border, from March 15, 2008,
to April 15, 2008. This action also
closed the area from Horse Mountain,
California, to Point Arena, California,
effective April 7, 2008. Inseason action
#2, modified recreational fishing in the
area from Cape Falcon, Oregon, to
Humbug Mountain, Oregon, by
adjusting the opening date of the fishery
from March 15, 2008, to April 15, 2008.
Inseason action #2 also closed the area
from Horse Mountain, California, to
Point Arena, California, effective April
1; and closed the area from Point Arena,
California, to the U.S./Mexico Border
effective April 5, 2008. Modification in
quota and/or fishing seasons is
authorized by regulations at 50 CFR
660.409(b)(1)(I).
The RA determined that the best
available information indicated that the
catch and effort data, and projections,
supported the above inseason actions
recommended by the states. The states
manage the fisheries in state waters
adjacent to the areas of the U.S.
exclusive economic zone in accordance
with these Federal actions. As provided
by the inseason notice procedures of 50
CFR 660.411, actual notice of the
described regulatory actions was given,
prior to the date the action was
effective, by telephone hotline number
206–526–6667 and 800–662–9825, and
by U.S. Coast Guard Notice to Mariners
broadcasts on Channel 16 VHF-FM and
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2182 kHz. These actions do not apply to
other fisheries that may be operating in
other areas.
Classification
The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA (AA), finds that good
cause exists for this notification to be
issued without affording prior notice
and opportunity for public comment
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B) because such
notification would be impracticable. As
previously noted, actual notice of the
regulatory actions was provided to
fishers through telephone hotline and
radio notification. These actions comply
with the requirements of the annual
management measures for ocean salmon
fisheries (72 FR 24539, May 3, 2007),
the West Coast Salmon Plan, and
regulations implementing the West
Coast Salmon Plan 50 CFR 660.409 and
660.411. Prior notice and opportunity
for public comment was impracticable
because NMFS and the state agencies
had insufficient time to provide for
prior notice and the opportunity for
public comment between the time the
fishery catch and effort data were
collected to determine the extent of the
fisheries, and the time the fishery
modifications had to be implemented in
order to allow fishers access to the
available fish at the time the fish were
available. The AA also finds good cause
to waive the 30–day delay in
effectiveness required under U.S.C.
553(d)(3), as a delay in effectiveness of
these actions would allow fishing at
levels inconsistent with the goals of the
Salmon Fishery Management Plan and
the current management measures.
These actions are authorized by 50 CFR
660.409 and 660.411 and are exempt
from review under Executive Order
12866.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: July 18, 2008.
Emily H. Menashes,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. E8–16996 Filed 7–23–08; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This final rule announces
inseason changes to management
measures in the commercial Pacific
Coast groundfish fisheries. These
actions, which are authorized by the
Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery
Management Plan (FMP), are intended
to allow fisheries to access more
abundant groundfish stocks while
protecting overfished and depleted
stocks.

Effective 0001 hours (local time)
August 1, 2008. Comments on this final
rule must be received no later than 5
p.m., local time on August 25, 2008.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by RIN 0648–AX02 by any
one of the following methods:
• Electronic Submissions: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal http://
www.regulations.gov.
• Fax: 206–526–6736, Attn: Gretchen
Arentzen
• Mail: D. Robert Lohn,
Administrator, Northwest Region,
NMFS, 7600 Sand Point Way NE,
Seattle, WA 98115–0070, Attn: Gretchen
Arentzen.
Instructions: All comments received
are a part of the public record and will
generally be posted to http://
www.regulations.gov without change.
All Personal Identifying Information (for
example, name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.
NMFS will accept anonymous
comments. Attachments to electronic
comments will be accepted in Microsoft
DATES:
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Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or Adobe
PDF file formats only.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gretchen Arentzen (Northwest Region,
NMFS), phone: 206–526–6147, fax: 206–
526–6736 and e-mail
gretchen.arentzen@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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This final rule is accessible via the
Internet at the Office of the Federal
Register’s Website at http://
www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html.
Background information and documents
are available at the Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s website at http://
www.pcouncil.org/.
Background
The Pacific Coast Groundfish FMP
and its implementing regulations at title
50 in the Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), part 660, subpart G, regulate
fishing for over 90 species of groundfish
off the coasts of Washington, Oregon,
and California. Groundfish
specifications and management
measures are developed by the Pacific
Fishery Management Council (Council),
and are implemented by NMFS. A
proposed rule to implement the 2007–
2008 specifications and management
measures for the Pacific Coast
groundfish fishery and Amendment 16–
4 of the FMP was published on
September 29, 2006 (71 FR 57764). The
final rule to implement the 2007–2008
specifications and management
measures for the Pacific Coast
Groundfish Fishery was published on
December 29, 2006 (71 FR 78638). These
specifications and management
measures are codified in the CFR (50
CFR part 660, subpart G). The final rule
was subsequently amended on: March
20, 2007 (71 FR 13043); April 18, 2007
(72 FR 19390); July 5, 2007 (72 FR
36617); August 3, 2007 (72 FR 43193);
September 18, 2007 (72 FR 53165);
October 4, 2007 (72 FR 56664);
December 4, 2007 (72 FR 68097);
December 18, 2007 (72 FR 71583); and
April 18, 2008 (73 FR 21057).
Changes to current groundfish
management measures implemented by
this action were recommended by the
Council, in consultation with Pacific
Coast Treaty Indian Tribes and the
States of Washington, Oregon, and
California, at its June 6–13, 2008,
meeting in Foster City, California. The
Council recommended adjustments to
current groundfish management
measures to respond to updated fishery
information and other inseason
management needs. This action is not
expected to result in greater impacts to
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