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DISCLAIMER

Recovery Plans identify recovery actions, based upon the best scientific and commercial data available,
necessary for the protection and recovery of listed species. Recovery Plans published by the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) are guidance documents, not regulatory documents; identification of an
action to be implemented by any public or private party does not create a legal obligation beyond existing
legal requirements. Recovery Plans do not necessarily represent the views, official positions or approval
of any individuals or agencies involved in the plan formulation, other than NMFS. They represent the
official position of NMFS only after they have been signed by the Assistant Administrator. Nothing in
this plan should be construed as a commitment or requirement that any general agency obligate or pay
funds in any one fiscal year in excess of appropriations made by Congress for that fiscal year in
contravention of the Anti-Deficiency Act, 31 U.S.C 1341, or any other law or regulation. Approved
Recovery Plans are subject to modification as warranted by new findings, changes in a species’ status,
and the completion of recovery actions.
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Final recovery plans can be downloaded from the NMFS website:

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected species/salmon_steelhead/recovery planning and im
plementation/south central southern california coast/south central southern california salmon recover

y_domain.html
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Steelhead

Incipient summer, scorch of the sun,

And the great steelhead shows up in our creek.

He lies in a pool, the shallow basin of 3 thin rock weir,
Impassively waiting. Ten days go by

And still he lingers. His presence

Is inscrutable. No one around here

Recalls such a thing: steelhead

Landlocked in summer.

For the tag-end of April
Sees the last of them. Unlike all salmon,
Rising in winter to die at the spawn,
Steelhead commonly wrig back to sea,
Reclimbing the river-path year after year:
Continuous the trek, the journey joined;
Indomitable the will, the life-thrust.

Bull this? This aberration?

What is its meaning, and why here?

Deeper hideouts, below and above,

Where salmon and steelhead alike at the spawn
Await their time—those same deep holes

Avre perfect places to bide out the drought

Were such his purpose. But no. Dangerously exposed,
In window-pane water he lies alone,

And waits. Inexplicably waits.
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