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Listed Species:

Lake Ozette Sockeye

Lake Ozette Sockeye Salmon
Recovery Plan Summary

The following is a summary of the recovery plan for the protection and
restoration of Lake Ozette sockeye salmon. Lake Ozette, its perimeter shore, and
most of the Ozette River are located in Olympic National Park (ONP). The
watershed is home to sockeye salmon which are listed as a threatened species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). With their threatened listing in 1999
came the responsibility to recover the species to the point that they are again self-
sustaining and contributing members of their own ecosystems. The National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), as directed by the ESA, has the responsibility
to develop a recovery plan for Lake Ozette sockeye.

The Lake Ozette sockeye ESU is made up of only one population. Many other
salmon ESUs have several component populations spread out over a wide
geographic range, and therefore they have more diversity and potential resilience
in the face of environmental change. There are five known subpopulations or
aggregations of Lake Ozette sockeye, defined in terms of where they spawn—on
beaches around the lake or in the tributaries.

NMEFS appointed teams of scientists with expertise in salmon species to provide
scientific support for recovery planning in the Northwest. These technical
recovery teams (TRTs) include biologists from NMFS, state, tribal, and local
agencies, academic institutions, and private consulting groups. For Lake Ozette
sockeye salmon, the scientific team was called the Puget Sound TRT, and it
provided two reports: A description of the Lake Ozette sockeye population; and
Biological recovery criteria for the sockeye. The team also reviewed the draft
recovery plan in detail, as well as a scientific document that identified the factors
affecting sockeye salmon survival.

The goal of this recovery plan is to ensure that the naturally spawning Lake
Ozette sockeye population is sufficiently abundant, productive, and diverse (in
terms of life histories and geographic distribution) to provide significant
ecological, cultural, social, and economic benefits. Community livability,
economic well-being, and treaty reserved fishing rights have benefited by
balancing salmon recovery with management of local land use and fishery
economies.

This plan complements, recognizes, and works within the authorities of the ONP,
as well as Clallam County, the Forest practices Habitat Conservation Plan
(FPHCP), the Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP), and tribal trust and treaty rights. The plan does not
augment or supersede these or other authorities. NMFS prepared this recovery
plan with the active participation of the Lake Ozette Steering Committee, a group
made up of local citizens, landowners, biologists, timber companies, and
representatives of several county, state, tribal, and Federal entities, Clallam
County Commissioners and staff, and Olympic National Park.

Science, Service, Stewardship 1





