June 28, 2016

James Unsworth, Ph.D

Director, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
600 Capitol Way North

Olympia, Washington 98501

Mr. Curtis E. Melcher

Director, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE

Salem, Oregon 97302

Mr. Virgil Moore

Director, Idaho Department of Fish and Game
P.O. Box 25

Boise, Idaho 83707

Dear Dr. Unsworth, Mr, Melcher, and Mr. Moore:

I approve your January 27, 2016, request for lethal removal (Letter of Authorization,
LOA) of individually identifiable predatory California sea lions in the vicimty of
Bonneville Dam to minimize pinniped predation on threatened and endangered salmoni
in the Columbia River. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has cond teda
thorough analysis in accordance with Section 120 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act
{MMPA} and has determined that certain individually identifiable California sea lions are
having a significant negative impact on the decline or recovery of several stocks of
salmon and steelhead listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

As was the case in your 2012 LOA, lethal removal is authorized only if Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Idaho
Department of Fish and Game (states) are in compliance with the following ternis and
conditions. The terms and conditions of this new LOA are functionally identical to the
terms and conditions in your 2012 authorization.

Tex dC i

1) Beginning on July 1, 2016, the states may lethally remove wherever found (except for
breeding rookeries) individually identifiable predatory California sea lions that are having
a stgnificant negative impact on ESA-listed salmonids. NMFS considers such animals to
be individually identifiable predatory California sea lions that are having a significant
negative impact on ESA-listed salmonids if they display natural or applied features that
allow them to be individually distinguished from other Califormnia sea lions and:
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Killed by injection - no facility
Killed by injection - no facility
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Killed by injection - no facility
Kille] by injection - no facility

Killed by injection - no facility
Killed by injection - no facility
Killed by injection - no facility
Killed by injection - no facility
Killed by injection - no facility
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Killed by injection - no facility
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