
Comments Regarding Proposed Regulations to Protect Killer Whales... 

Subject: Comments Regarding Proposed Regulations to Protect Killer Whales from Vessels 
From: Sharon Grace <parons@rockisland.com> 
Date: Tue, 12 Jan 2010 21 :06:09 -0800 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

Attached please find a petition signed by 203 people who want the Salish Sea salmon 
runs restored and the orcas protected from unreasonable vessel interaction and 
interference. The petition may be viewed online at 
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/ll0/Help-Save-the-Southern-Resident-Killer-Whales. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you. Sharon Grace 
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SHARON GRACE
 
175 Gretchen Way
 

Friday Harbor I WA 98250
 
360-378-33n Phone
 

360-378-6498 Fax
 

January 13, 2010
 

Assistant Regional Administrator 
Protected Resources Division 
Northwest Regional Office 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
7600 Sand Point Way NE 

Seattle, WA 98115 

Re: Proposed Rule re Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in 
the Northwest Region under the Endangered Species Act and 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 

Dear Administrator: 

We are submitting the attached petition to restore salmon runs to 
Washington State and save the Southern Resident Orca Whales. Concerned 
individuals from throughout the nation and the world have signed the petition. The 
petition may be viewed online at http://www.thepetitionsite.com/l10/Help-Save­
the-Southern-Resident-Ki Iler-Whales. 

Please give this petition your most serious consideration. Please work to 
promote restoration of the Salish Sea salmon runs in every way possible, enact 
legislation for that purpose and appropriate sufficient funding to im"plement the 
legislation. Then make sure salmon restoration and protecting the endangered 
orcas happens. 

Thank you. 

JerelY, 
Sha 

Attachment as described 



u.s. Senators and Representatives WA State & NOAA 

Petition and Comments on the proposed Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the 
Northwest Region 

To promote the economy and health of the Salish Sea, we demand that the federal government 
ensure the long term survival of endangered salmon fisheries in the Pacific Northwest, by 
immediately funding and implementing all projects necessary to restore the salmon runs, 
including removal of toxins from the U.S. inland waters around Washington State. 

Further, since the Southern Resident Killer Whales are hovering on the brink of extinction due in 
large part to the scarcity of Chinook salmon, we demand that the federal government ensure the 
long term survival of the orcas, by implementing NOAA's proposed Protective Regulations for 
Killer Whales in the Northwest Region as soon as possible, after modifying the regulations to 
allow for kayak launching in the proposed no-go zone off the west side of San Juan Island, with 
reasonable time, place and manner restrictions. These protective regulations should remain in 
place only so long as needed, as determined by salmon and orca recovery. 

Our demands are based on the following considerations. 

- The federal government has designated the Southern Resident Killer Whales and 
many of the Pacific Northwest salmon runs as endangered species under the Endangered 
Species Act. The Act requires the federal government to make every effort to ensure the 
long term survival of species designated as endangered. 

- The Southern Residents face the triple threat of dwindling Chinook salmon runs, 
persistent toxins that accumulate in their blubber, and impacts from commercial and 
recreational vessels. 

- In years of salmon scarcity, when these orcas must subsist off their toxic blubber, their 
death rate increases. The Southern Residents population has declined dramatically in the 
last 14 years, from a population of 99 whales in 1995 to 85 whales today. It is unclear 
whether there are sufficient numbers of breeding orcas to sustain the population. 

- The purpose of NOAA's proposed regulations is to protect orcas in their critical habitat 
from interference and noise associated with boats. Key restrictions include prohibiting 
vessels from: (1) approaching orcas within 200 yards; (2) parking in the path of orcas, and 
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(3) entering a one-half mile no-go zone off the west side of San Juan island 'from Eagle Point to 
Mitchell Point, during the months of May through September. 

- Both salmon and orcas contribute significantly to the economy of the Pacific 
Northwest, particularly those communities bordering the inland waters of Washington state 
and southern British Columbia. Visitors from throughout the world come to this area to 
fish for salmon and view the whales, bringing much needed money on which the local 
economies depend. 

- The Southern Resident Killer Whales rely for their existence on the Chinook salmon 
runs in the inland waters of Washington state and southern British Columbia. As salmon runs 
dwindle and collapse, the orca population and the fishing economy dwindle and collapse. 

- The science is in and plans have been prepared to restore endangered salmon and 
orca populations, yet the federal government has failed to take the needed effort, much less 
every effort, to ensure the long term survival of either the endangered salmon runs or the 
Southern Resident Killer Whales. 

Sincerely, 

Name 

1. Sharon Grace 

2. Tanyaisa Payne 

3. Paul Arons 

4. Anthony 
Montapert 

5. Jonathan Freilich 

6. Annika Bowden 

7. Nancy Sasko 

8. Eve Abrams 

9. Dick Artley 

10.	 Sigrid De Ruyck 

11.	 BiliC 

13.	 Filomena Lomba 
Viana 

14.	 Marleen Geudens 

15.	 Sara Soares 

16.	 Yurka Serebrianik 

From 

Friday Harbor, WA 

Wellesley, MA 

Friday Harbor, WA 

Ventura, CA 

New orleans, LA 

Seattle, WA 

Fort Wayne, IN 

New Orleans, LA 

Grangeville, ID 

Placentia, Canada 

Kempten, Germany 

Melksham-wiltshire, 
United Kingdom 

Westerlo, Belgium 

Horta, Portugal 

Penza City, Russian 
Federation 

Comments 

The whales need help NOW. 

It would be great if we can keep the world we live in as 
relaxed for the other major inhabitants as for homo sapiens 

The Columbia and Snake River dams must gol 
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