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Comments on Proposed "Protective Regulations for Killer Whales in the Northwest Region
 
Under the Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act"
 

We are concerned that these Proposed Changes to the Killer Whale Viewing Regulations will have negative on
 
Tourist Visits to this region, a negative impact that will percolate through our community.
 
Simply put, if viewing moved from 100 yards to 200 yards, Visitors would expect reduced prices or they would
 
choose not to go at all.
 

In this day where travel is relatively easy, potential visitors to our region have many options. In the 2009 season
 
our communities experienced a 100Jb to 200Jb reduction in the number of visitors and total per capita spending. It
 
is difficult to support measures that may lead to further reductions in economic activity. The patrons have the
 
option to go elsewhere.
 

If the evidence was clear, that only a pull-back to these distances would protect the Southern Resident Killer
 
Whales, the ensuing severe economic hardship may be justified. However, the P'NWA has offered viable
 
alternatives that can protect the Southern Resident Killer Whales while maintaining sustainable economic
 
activity.
 

The viable alternatives are the amendments to the Proposed Regulations that the Pacific Whale Watch
 
Association (P'NWA) has put forward:
 

1· "Vessels may not negligently be within 100 meters of Southern Resident Killer Whales in Washington, Oregon, 
and California, except under special permit issued by NOAA." 

2·"Vessels must avoid the established path of Southern Resident Killer Whales." 
3· "Vessels must obey a 1/2 mile go-slow zone (7 knots) from Eagle Point to Mitchell Point, along San Juan Island" 

We see a need for more Enforcement on the water to achieve two very important goals: Protecting the Whales, 
and clearly identifying the nature of any vessel interference that is occurring. 

NOAA, NMFS and WDFW should fund more public education. The Pacific Whale Watch Association (P'NWA), 
Kayak Guides and Sport Fishing Guides can offer assistance in this effort. 

We see the need for more salmon habitat restoration and stock enhancement. We support NOAAlNMFS and 
WDFW efforts towards recovery of the Chinook Salmon runs throughout Washington. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 
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Ian MacPhee
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