
Please sign our petition 

Dear Whale Enthusiast,
 

We are writing today in hopes that you will assist future whale watchers that come to the San Juan Islands
 
to learn about and enjoy our orca whales.
 

At present:
 
The Southern Resident Killer Whales (our local orca pods) have been designated as an "endangered
 
species" by the federal government. All boaters - commercial and private must stay 100 yards viewing
 
distance from the whales. (That is one foot ball field).
 
There is currently a X mile voluntary "no go zone" on the west side of San Juan Island when the whales
 
are present.
 

Proposed:
 
National Marine Fisheries has proposed increasing the viewing distance to 200 yards. (Two football fields)
 
They have also proposed a % mile "no go zone" and a complete ban on boating activities including
 
non-motorized craft from May through September on the west side of San Juan Island. This ban would
 
apply even if whales are not present.
 

If you are inclined to help Please copy and paste this into an email.
 
Tip: letters with a personal comment of any type are weighed in with more merit.
 

NOAA orca.plan@noaa.gov 

I believe that: 
•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales 

(orcas). 
•	 there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island for motorized 

craft only when whales are present. 
•	 responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and encourage protection 

of the orcas. 
•	 the enforcement of the above laws is inadequate and should be fully funded to ensure 

compliance. 
•	 an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the Salish 

Sea 

Personal comment: ­

Signed,
 
Robin Roselle Renton Wa 8/11112009
 

First name Last name	 city state date 



Friday Harbor, WA Whale Watching 

Subject: Friday Harbor, WA Whale Watching
 
From: booksbyslwkayne@aol.com
 
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 16:16:50 -0400
 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
 

To whom it may concern: 

I am a Whale Enthusiast, writer and wildlife advocate. I just returned from whale watching in 
the San Juan Islands, out of Friday Harbor with San Juan Safaris. It was a magnificent 
experiece, learning about and enjoying the orca whales. I featured them in my book IMMERSION 
TRAVE USA: THE BEST AND MOST MEANINGFUL VOLUNTEERING, LIVING, and LEARNING 
EXCURSIONS. 
I believe this organization .is respecting and helping the orca population, not hurting it. They know 
the whales by name and have histories of each of the local orcas. 

COMMENT AND SUPPORT: 
_I believe that we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present
 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and
 
encourage protection of the orcas.
 
- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed
 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat
 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water
 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Signed, 

_Sheryl Kayne 
_______________

Weston, 
CT 8/19/2009 

First name Last name city state date 

VOLUNTEER VACATIONS ACROSS AMERICA in the NEW YORK DAILY NEWS: http://tiny.cc/J84r3 

Skyped in: The 700 Club: http://tiny.cc/hzgUs 

http://www.womansday.com/Articles/Family-Lifestyle/10-Unigue-Ways-to-Help-Others.html 

Sheryl Kayne 
1 Ledgebrook Court 
Weston, CT 06883 
OA 
Cell: (203) 227-5471 
www.immersiontraveler.com 
BooksBySLWKayne@aol.com 
Author of IMMERSION TRAVEL USA: THE BEST & MOST MEANINGFUL VOLUNTEERING, 
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Friday Harbor, WA Whale Watching 

LIVING & LEARNING EXCURSIONS (Countryman Press, a division of W.W. Norton &Company,
 
2009)
 
Author of VOLUNTEER VACATIONS ACROSS AMERICA (Countryman Press, a division ofW.W.
 
Norton &Company, June 2009) NAMED ON AMAZON'S LIST OF BEST NEW TRAVEL BOOKS
 
As seen in USA TODAY'S SHERYL KAYNE'S TOP 10 VOLUNTEER VACATIONS
 
SHERYL KAYNE ON THE FAMILY NETWORK: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWXyTPTvvy4
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Whale Safe Distance 

Subject: Whale Safe Distance 
From: "Wise, Deanna" <dwise@vanguardhealth.com> 
Date: Fri, 21 Aug 2009 13:17:42 -0500 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

I believe that: 

-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a ~ mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 

- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 

- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 

-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Personal comment: I strongly believe that commercial whale watching tours educate the public0" 

and encourage protection of the orcas. In fact this type of education is what prompted to my 10 year old 
daughter to set her career goal as a Marine Biologist. I am concerned that modifying the distance will 
dramatically 
impact the current extraordinary whale watching experience. 

Signed, 

_Deanna~ise~Franklin) TN 8/21/2009~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This message (including any attachments) is confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom it is addressed, and is protected by law. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please delete the message (including any attachments) and notify the originator that you 
received the message in error. Any disclosure, copying, or distribution of this message, or the taking 
of any action based on it, is strictly prohibited. Any views expressed in this message are those of the 
individual sender, except where the sender specifies and with authority, states them to be the views of 
Vanguard Health Systems. 
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Orca Plan 

Subject: Orca Plan 
From: Vicki Tackett <VickiT@certifiedfolder.com> 
Date: Mon, 10 Aug 2009 10:14:39 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

I believe that: 
•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales (orcas). 
•	 there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island for motorized craft 

only when whales are present. 
•	 responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and encourage protection of 

the orcas. 
•	 the enforcement of the above laws is inadequate and should be fully funded to ensure
 

compliance.
 
•	 an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the Salish Sea 

Personal comment: _, have taken several Whale Watch Tours with different Companies in the 
San Juan Islands, and have come to 
love and cherish the amazing Orcas. As an advocate and member of the Monterey Bay Aquarium, I 
have continue to learn about the 
Oceans sustainability. Having reasonable enforced regulations for the Whale Watch Operators and 
leisure boat traffic will keep the 
Whales playground and feeding ground safe. The true problem, is addressing their food source. 

Signed,
 
Vicki Tackett Seaside, CA 93955 8/10109
 

First name Last name	 city state date 

o/icRj rrac~tt 
vickitackett@hotmail.com 
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whale viewing 

Subject: whale viewing 
From: Lennie Rodoff <lrodoff@earthlink.net> 
Date: Thu, 20 Aug 2009 11 :43 :26 -0400 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

I believ.e that: 
-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 
-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 
- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

we are planning to go see the whales next summer, and i will respect all rules and 
regulations regarding their safety as well as ours. i can understand extending the distance 
between tours and the whales, but part of the experience is being able to almost be close 
enough to see them. perhaps periodic reviews of tour groups and their practices would be 
beneficial. we have been on other tours, some good, some terrible. 

thank you, 
lennie rodoff 
ocala, fl 
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Orca restrictions 

Subject: Orca restrictions
 
From: Jean Dowdle <quillgirl@yahoo.com>
 
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 21:58:31 -0700 (PDT)
 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
 

I believe that: 
-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a ~ mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 
-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 
- funding for enforcenlent should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Personal comment: 

To punish an industry that has done so much to educate the public about the plight of orcas: makes no sense. 
Nor does not cleaning up and restoring habitat.all of the distance regulations in the world will not feed one 
whale, nor prevent the damage that is being done to the habitat. Please, let's focus on the real issues. 

Signed:
 
Jeanne M, Dowdle Hartsel CO 08/19/2009
 

First name Last name city state date 
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Weigh in on 200 yard buffer 

Subject: Weigh in on 200 yard buffer 
From: James Weaver <weaver@renaissanceseattle.com> 
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 17:00:42 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@110aa.gov 
CC: San Juan Safaris Whale Watchil1g & Wildlife Tours <fun@sanjuansafaris.com> 

Greetings, NOAA:
 

As a professional Concierge and former President of the Seattle Hotel Concierge
 
association (SHCA)
 

I would like to weigh in on the 200 yard buffer rule that you are proposing.
 

The tourism industry is the 2nd largest lndustry in Washington State. A large part
 
of our jobs are tied to the education and well being of our natural resource's. 

I believe that: 

-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a ~ mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 
- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

The tourism industry is as committed to making this world a place of eco friendly 
wonder and preservation as YOU are. 

Thank you for you~ time and support on this issue. 

In service through friendship. 

James Weaver 

Concierge team 

Renaissance Seattle Hotel 

515 Madison Street 

Seattle, WA 98104 

206.583.0300 

Fax 206.622.8635 

weaver@renaissanceseattle.com 
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the ban on boating activities off San Juan Island 

Subject: the ban on boating activities off San Juan Island 
From: joseph dunham <jdunham57@hotmail.com> 
Date: Tue, 29 Sep 2009 21:02:32 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

Please sign our petition 

Dear Whale Enthusiast,
 

We are writing today in hopes that you will assist future whale watchers that come to the San Juan
 
Islands to learn about and enjoy our orca whales.
 

At present:
 
The Southern Resident Killer Whales (our local orca pods) have been designated as an
 
"endangered species" by the federal government. All boaters - commercial and private must stay
 
100 yards viewing distance from the whales. (That is one foot ball field).
 
There is currently a % mile voluntary "no go zone" on the west side of San Juan Island when the
 
whales are present.
 

Proposed:
 
National Marine Fisheries has proposed increasing the viewing distance to 200 yards. (Two football
 
fields) They have also proposed a % mile "no go zone" and a complete ban on boating activities
 
including non-motorized craft from May through September on the west side of San Juan Island.
 
This ban would apply even if whales are not present.
 

If you are inclined to help Please copy and paste this into an email.
 
Tip: letters with a personal comment of any type are weighed in with more merit.
 

NOAA orca.plan@noaa.gov 

-
I believe that: 

•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales 
(orcas) . 

• there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island for 
motorized craft only when whales are present. 

•	 responsible commercial whale watching tours educate and motivate the public to 
support effective protection of the orcas. 

•	 the funds for current enforcement laws is inadequate and should be fully funded to 
ensure compliance. 

• an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the 

Salish Sea 

Personal comment: I am an avid kayaker and have paddled on the west side several times. 
I am particularly fond of launching from the San Juan County Park. This ban would mean 
that we the kayaking community would not be allowed to paddle from the park. What 
possible threat to an Orca is a kayak, yet this ban would prevent me and my friends from 
paddling off the west side. This ban is unnecessary and punishes those of us who enjoy the 
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the ban on boating activities off San Juan Island 

waters around the San Juan Islands.
 

Signed,
 

Joseph Dunham, Roche Harbor, WA 09/29/09
 

First name Last name city state date
 
Updated 8-21-09 

Insert movie times and more without leaving Hotmail@. See how. 

20f2 1/6/20104:07 PM 



Orca Plan Comment 

Subject: Orca Plan Comment 
From: Marty Behr <behr@whidbey.com> 
Date: Sun, 09 Aug 2009 16:31:41 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

To: NOAA Staff Responsible for Orca Plan for Southern Residents: 

-
I believe that: 

•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales 
(orcas). 

• there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island for 
motorized craft only when whales are present. 

• responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and encourage 
protection of the orcas. 

• the enforcement of the above laws is inadequate and should be fully funded to ensure 
compliance. 

•	 an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the 

Salish Sea 

Personal comment: I am an avid whale watcher and member of the Orca Network. I go out 
on several whale watching tours each year. I am uniformly impressed with the education 
and care taken by the whale watch companies to explain and follow the current guidelines 
and State law. There is no need for further regulation of whale watching. There is pressing 
need for cleanup of Puget Sound and our salmon spawning rivers and streams to restore 
thriving Chinook populations. Please stop taking advantage of easy marks - the whale 
watching companies - and get on with the tougher work of salmon restoration. 

Sincerely, 

Martin H. Behr 

Marty Behr 
P.O. Box 1045 
Langley, WA 98260 
206-391-3427 (cell) 
360-331-7787 (home) 
behr@whidbey.com 
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roposed Orca Whale Restrictions 

Subject: Proposed Orca Whale Restrictions 
From: Duane and Mary Wollmuth <mwollmuth@charter.net> 
Date: Fri, 14 Aug 2009 07:04:40 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

To whom it may concern, 
I am writing in response to the proposed National Marine Fisheries retrictions relating to 

Orca Whales in the San Juan Islands. 

I believe that: 
•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales 

(orcas). 
• there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island for
 

motorized craft only when whales are present.
 
• responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and encourage 

protection of the orcas. 
•	 the enforcement of the above laws is inadequate and should be fully funded to ensure 

compliance. 
•	 an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the 

Salish Sea 

My family and I recently had the pleasure of going on a whale watching excursion out of 
Friday Harbor on San Juan Island with a local whale watching operator. I can personally 
testify to the environmental conscience of this and other operators. They made every effort 
to convey to their passengers a respect for all wildlife living in the San Juan Islands and the 
waters around them. My family and I left the experience with a new respect and 
appreciation for orcas and the role these animals play in the web of life. 

Thanks for taking my comments into consideration. 
Duane Wollmuth 
Waitsburg, Washington 
August 14, 2009 

1 of 1	 9/2/2009 12:22 PM 



Subject:
 
From: Dan Audette <DanA@KenmoreAir.com>
 
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 12:34:07 -0700
 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
 

I believe that: 

-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a ~ mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 

- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 

- an all-out effort should be made to restore salmon runs and habitat, including regulating native tribes fishing practices of 
river netting 

-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Only through proper education can we hope to affect positive change to the survival of the orca whales. I believe whale 
watch operators like San Juan Safaris provides a vehicle for the public to see an learn about whales in asafe and natural 
environnlent. Instead of essentially ubanning'l whale watching, the government should instead enforce the laws that are in 
place now, including pursing international regulation on Canadian operators, whom do not abide to any restrictions on 
whale watching. 

Signed, 

Dan Audette 
Seattle, WA 8/19/2009 
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Buffer Zones off San Juan Island 

Subject: Buffer Zones off San Juan Island
 
From: Cathy Cavanagh <cathy@cathycavanagh.com>
 
Date: Sun, 09 Aug 2009 12:26:08 -0400
 
To: "orca.plan@noaa.gov" <Orca.Plan@noaa.gov>
 

cathycavanagh.com Class Schedule Subscriptions Tax Alerts 

I believe that: 
•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer 

Whales (orcas). 
• there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 

for motorized craft only when whales are present. 
• responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and
 

encourage protection of the orcas.
 
•	 the enforcement of the above laws is inadequate and should be fully funded 

to ensure compliance. 
• an all-out effort should made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of 

the Salish Sea 

Personal comment: I have lived on San Juan Island for 24 years - in all that 
time I have worked extensively with both the fishing industry and the whale watch 
and kayak operators - my experience have been that they are more aware and 
protective of the whales and salmon than any other group. It is the private Boaters 
that have total disregard for the regulations - all you have to do is go out to the 
West Side of San Juan Island and watch. 

Signed, 

CathaleenT.Cavanagh Friday Harbor, WA 08/0909 
First name Last name city state date 

Any tax advice in this communication is not intended or written by Cathaleen T. Cavanagh, CPA, to 
be used, and cannot be used, by a client or any other person or entity for the purpose of (i)avoiding 
penalties that may be imposed on any other taxpayer of (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to 
another party any matters addressed herein. 
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NOAA orca.plan@noaa.gov 

Subject: NOAA orca.plan@noaa.gov 
From: helen king <helen@highlandinn.com> 
Date: Sun, 09 Aug 2009 10:42:42 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

Proposed: 

National Marine Fisheries has proposed increasing the viewing distance to 200 yards. (Two football 
fields) They have also proposed a % mile "no go zone" and a complete ban on boating activities 
including non-motorized craft from May through September on the west side of San Juan Island. 
This ban would apply even if whales are not present. 

I believe that: 

•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales 
(orcas). 

• there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island for motorized 
craft only when whales are present. 

• responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and encourage 
protection of the orcas. 

•	 the enforcement of the above laws is inadequate and should be fully funded to ensure 
compliance. 

•	 an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
•	 an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the Salish 

Sea 

Personal comment: 
I live on the west side of San Juan Island and have been watching the Orca Whales and 
boating activity here for thirteen years. It is my opinion that the whale watch operators observe 
the guidelines they helped establish and their financial support of Seawatch helps patrol the 
area enforcing those guidelines. It is the private boats that are either ignorant or chose to 
ignore these guidelines. The Orcas need the whale watch operators on the water protecting 
them. No one cares more about our Orcas than they do. 
The idea that kayaking would also be restricted just doesn't make sense. That is a harmless 
sport enjoyed by island residents and visitors alike. Orcas actually seek out kayaks sometimes 
and obviously enjoy their company. Be sensible in your controls and restrictions. The impact 
on our economy and toursim wouuld surely suffer needlessly. 

Helen Chapman King 
P.O. Box 135
 
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
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proposed new rules for killer whale protection 

Subject: proposed new rules for killer whale protection 
From: Jim Smith <jimsmith@rockisland.com> 
Date: Tue, 11 Aug 2009 10:38:51 -0700 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

Regarding the NOAA proposed new rules for killer whale protection. I find it incredible that a 
preservation/protectionist scheme is being proposed yet again by people who should know the 
difference between protection and conservation wildlife management. They are diametrically 
opposed. Conservation was practiced by Native Americans and currently in some African wildlife 
parks. Protection schemes were practiced in colonial countries. The most damaging mistake made by 
the old colonial protectionists was to alienate the local people from the benefits of controlled 
conservation. They placed the people in competition with the animals. The end result was 
hostility/hate towards the animals. In the reality of current population densities the interface of people 
and animals is unavoidable. 

We in the San Juans have come a long way toward positive conservation of our Orca wildlife. It has 
been an educational process with the Whale Museunl, research orgal1izations and the whale watch 
boats taking children and adults out to meet the whales, tell their story and making thousands of 
friends with the Orca. It would no longer be acceptable to harm an Orca, just as it would now be 
inconceivable to shoot or trap one for display. 

A tourisnl economic model has developed in the islands that affects all islanders, working and/or 
retired. The Orca have become a significant and valued part of that model. 

In the Islands we have the privilege to live closer to nature and wildlife than most people and have 
developed an instinctive feeling for it. It is pragmatic. Under what affectation would any 
organization or individual that claims to love wildlife and the Orca try to alienate the people and the 
Orca? Why would they promote the creation of an adversarial environment? Why would tlley try to 
destroy the best educational tools we have ever developed? If they really cared let them do something 
that will help the Orca and the Islanders build a sustainable relationship based on love and respect 
NOT create false barriers. Let them spend the energy, economically and politically to raise the salmon 
and other food sources in the sound for BOTH of us. Let them find a way economically and 
politically to reduce the toxins and PCBs in the sound for BOTH of us. Quit taking cheap shots. 
Actually think about the primary, secondary, and even tertiary consequences of what you are saying 
and proposing. 

We know that there will always be one or two stupid people. There are many islanders who will 
confront stupid behavior when they see it. If reason will not work they know how to reach our 
sheriff. We can take care of the problems without punishing everyone including the Orca. Do not let 
protectionism do its damage to BOTH of us. 

I believe that: 

•	 we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident Killer Whales 
(orcas). 

• responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and encourage 
protection of the orcas. 

• an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat. 
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proposed new rules for killer whale protection 

an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water quality of the ·Salish 
Sea 

• any enforcement actions should be only with and through our local sheriff and should 
be fully funded by the agency calling for the enforcement. 

Thank you, 

James Smith 
1016 Guard St. 
Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
360 378-2000 
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>roposed changes by National Marine Fisheries in the San Juan Islands. 

Subject: Proposed changes by National Marine Fisheries in the San Juan Islands.
 
From: Jill Andrews <jillstuff72@gmail.com>
 
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 11 :54:04 -0700
 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
 

I believe that: 

-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a ~ mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 

- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 

- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 

-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Personal comment: 

Nearly 14 years ago I took my first "whale watching" trip through the San Juan Islands with a 
professional whale watching company. I was hooked. Since then I go to the San Juan Islands 
and ride with different companies, from Orcas and San Juan Island at least once a year. All of 
my visiting family members have been on cruises with me and they help spread the word about 
what a wonderful place the San Juans are and the amazing resident Orcas and wildlife. 

I have found all of the wllale watching companies to be courteous and extremely respectful of 
the environment and the wildlife that support their wonderful business. I've found this to be an 
amazing sustainable industry filled with cooperation and respect between the companies as 
well. 

TIle wllale watching industry provides a win/win situation for the wildlife of the San Juan 
Islands. The whale watching companies and staff EDUCATE visitors on the rarity of the 
environment they are seeing, their need for protection, and the beauty in viewing wildlife in 
their natural setting. On more than one occasion I also saw the whale watching companies 
EDUCATE private vessels on the rules for protecting the whales from harm. This was done in 
a courteous manor. 

I honestly thirtk by diverting funding from continued education and protection of the salmon 
runs you will be doing a bigger disservice to the wildlife alld whales in the San Juan Islands. 
The Whale Watching industry is doing their part to protect their way of life and their 
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Proposed changes by National Marine Fisheries in the San Juan Islands. 

environment and should not be penalized uner the misguided grandstal1ding of the new 
proposed changes to the wildlife viewing regulations. 

Signed,
 

_Jill Ann Andrews, Des Moines, WA 8/19/2009
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FW: Please don't change the law 

Subject: FW: Please don't change the law 
From: "Snader, Ben" <Ben.Snader@willis.com> 
Date: Wed, 19 Aug 2009 14:47:05 -0500 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov 

To Whom This May Concern 

-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
for motorized craft only when whales are present 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
encourage protection of the orcas. 
- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Personal comment:: Last year I took my wife on a whale watching expedition. It was truly a once 
in a lifetime experience. While I completely understand & even commend the safe viewing distance 
with respect to the whales. But unless there is a threat to the whales or their habitat I don't see a 
law as accomplishing anything but making a useless law. We didn't have a high powered camera 
lens or binoculars, nor did we need it. Our Capt was very respectful of the wha.les & their habitat. 
When I was investigating all the many companies that do this for a living I found all of them 
appeared to be both environmentally & socially responsible as it was without our Government 
getting involved. I hope this new law is not imposed or changed in any way shape or 
form.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Thankyou our~ryourtlme&interest in pro~ctlng 
environment

Signed, 

Ben Snader Surprise AZ 8/19/09 
First name Last name city state date 

For information pertaining to Willis' email confidentiality and monitoring policy, usage restrictions, or for 
specific company registration and regulatory status information, please visit 
http://www.willis.com/email_trailer.aspx 

We are now able to offer our clients an encrypted email capability for secure comnlunication purposes. If you 
wish to take advantage of this service or learn more about it, please let me know or contact your Client 
Advocate for full details. 
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New ORCA Plan 

Subject: New ORCA Plan
 
From: Barbara Carpenter-Carpenter Travel <barb_carp@yahoo.com>
 
Date: Thu, 20 Aug 2009 08:48:59 -0700 (PDT)
 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
 

NOAA­

I have taken two orca whale watching excursions in the San Juan Islands in the past two years. 
This new plan would extremely cut back our ability to see these magnificent mammals in their 
natural environment. These trips were the highlight of our vacation and we look forward to 
taking many more. We have adopted two whales at the Whale Museum because we want to 
help in their preservation. Please - keep the boundaries as they are now. We learned so much 
from our guides on these excursions. They are truly educational. 

At present:
 
The Southern Resident Killer Whales (our local orca pods) have been
 
designated as an "endangered species" by the federal government.
 
All boaters - commercial and private must stay 100 yards viewing distance
 
from the whales. (That is one foot ball field).
 
There is currently a ~ mile voluntary "no go zone" on the west side of
 
San Juan Islal1d when the whales are present.
 

Proposed:
 
National Marine Fisheries has proposed increasing the viewing distance
 
to 200 yards. (Two football fields) They have also proposed a ~ mile
 
"no go zone" and a complete ban on boating activities including non-motorized
 
craft from May through September on the west side of San Juan Island.
 
This ban would apply even if whales are not present.
 

I believe that:
 
-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident
 
Killer Whales (orcas).
 

-there should be a ~ mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island
 
for motorized craft only when whales are present
 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and
 
el1courage protection of the orcas.
 
- fUl1ding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed
 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat
 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water
 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Barbara Carpenter
 
1128 Sundale Road
 
EI Cajon, CA 92019
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Protecting whales 

Subject: Protecting whales
 
From: Carol Kulminski <ckulminski@rockisland.com>
 
Date: Thu, 20 Aug 2009 14:10:30 -0700 (Pacific Daylight Time)
 
To: Orca.Plan@noaa.gov
 

To the NOAA, 
We have a small B&B on Orcas Island and the most exciting and memorable event for our 
guests is seeing the Orca whales. It is often the draw for coming to the islands. We agree 
with the following statements and would like to reinforce the "all-out effort to reduce toxins 
and improve the water quality of the Salish Sea" for all the wildlife. 

We believe that: 
-we should maintain a 100 yard buffer zone from the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales (orcas). 

-there should be a % mile "No Go Zone" on the west side of San Juan Island 
For motorized craft only when whales are present 

-responsible commercial whale watching tours educate the public and 
Encourage protection of the orcas. 
- funding for enforcement should be increased to ensure laws are obeyed 
- an all-out effort should me made to restore salmon runs and habitat 
-an all-out effort should be made to reduce toxins and improve water 
quality of the Salish Sea 

Bogdan and Carol Kulminski 

Blue Heron Bed and Breakfast 
982 Deer Harbor Rd
 
Eastsound, WA 98245
 
360-376-4198
 
www.orcasblueheron.com
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