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Q1. “At the time of the stranding we were advised that local researchers from the San Juan
Islands had detected what they believed to be military sonar signals from a Canadian Navy
exercise in the Strait of Juan de Fuca on or about February 6, 2012. In addition we received
sound recordings made the same day, from a hydrophone array in Haro Strait that the researchers
describe as "distant explosions". Recordings were provided by Scott Veirs (sveirs@gmail.com
<mailto:sveirs@gmail.com> ). The timing of the events prior to the stranding is prompting us
inquire whether military exercises or other civilian activities (shipping, resource exploration, or
in-water construction) in the Strait or along the west coast may have occurred or been reported in
the days prior to the stranding. We would appreciate your assistance in compiling any such
reports.”

Al. 4 February 2012: A DM211 charge was dropped next to the HMCS Ottawa approximately
85NM northwest of the entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. A DM211 is a 1.4 kg charge used
to simulate battle damage - dropped next to a ship and creates a small explosion to simulate
missile or torpedo hit. Lookouts had a clear view of the area and there were no reported whale
sightings. The kill radius for a diver from the DM211 is approximately 15 yards. Sonar was
operated for approximately eight hours in this general location (location A on map).

5 February 2012: Two DM211 charges were dropped next to the HMCS Ottawa, one in the
morning and one in the late afternoon approximately 9ONM northwest of the entrance to the
Strait of Juan de Fuca. Sonar was operated for approximately 11 hours in this general location
(location A on map).

6 February 2012: HMCS Ottawa used sonar during the transit from approximately 90NM
northwest of the Strait of Juan de Fuca to Constance Bank (location B on map) for approximately
12 hours. Two DM211 charges were dropped next to the HMCS Ottawa in the morning near
Constance Bank.

11 Feb 2012: L112 strands near Long Beach, WA (location C on map).





