
FISHING VESSEL OWNERS' ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED 

4005 20TH AVE. W., ROOM 232 

SEA TILE, WASHINGTON 981 99-1 290 

PHONE (206) 284-4720 • FAX (206) 283-3341 

Lynne Barre, Chief 
Puget Sound Ecosystem 
And Marine Mammals Branch 
NOAA/NMFS - NW Region 
7600 Sand Point Way N.E., Bldg. 1 
Seattle, WA 98115 
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I am responding to your letter of April18, 2012 regarding the death of a killer whale 
which may have occurred in early February 2012 off the Columbia River. The Fishing Vessel 
Owners' Association (FVOA) is a trade association of family-owned longline vessels that 
target sablefish and halibut. Most of our operations are off Alaska; however, we have a 
number of vessels that target sablefish off of Washington, Oregon and California. 

Our vessels are smaller, between 50 to 85 feet in length and crew three to six 
persons. Our fleet, due to weather does not start their operations off the lower coast until 
March or April. The speed of our vessels is between seven to twelve knots. We do not have 
any mothership operations like you might have with the whiting fishery. 

Based on your description of the whale, I do not think our fleet members would 
have been fishing during early February and killer whales are so agile and mobile, I cannot 
imagine one of our vessels killing one while traveling. 

I will offer one concern for our fleet that may play a part in the death of the killer 
whale. Much of the commercial fishing fleet that operate from California to Washington 
are constantly at risk to freighter traffic that does not use the proper shipping lanes going 
north or south between Canada and Los Angeles. There have been occurrences with 
foreign freighters that have run down or nearly run down vessels in our organization over 
the years. Recently, the F/V Lady Cecelia, a trawler based out of Warrenton, Oregon, sank 
off Leadbetter Point near Willapa Bay. The sinking was suspicious to many in our industry 
as trawl vessels do not typically role over so fast that the crew does not have time to get to 
a life raft. There is a suspicion in the fishing community that the Lady Cecelia may have 
been run down. 

LATITUDE: 47° 39 ' 36" NORTH 
LONGITUDE: 1 20° 22' 58" WEST 

WEB PAGE 
WWW.FVOA.ORG 



The killer whale that you are concerned about may have been run down by freighter 
traffic as well. Freighter traffic that tries to save time and distance from Juan de Fuca to 
Los Angeles by turning southbound too early have been a safety problem for over 30 years 
that I have been managing our Association. 
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