
Evaluating the Effects of Salmon Fisheries 
on Southern Resident Killer Whales: 

 
The workshops are done, now what? 

 
 

• The Independent Science Panel will meet as necessary to write its final report, taking into account 
public and agency comments on its draft report and the presentations and discussions that occurred 
at the 3rd workshop. 
 

• The Panel’s final report is due no later than November 30, 2012.  It will be posted on NOAA’s 
website at: 
 
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Marine-Mammals/Whales-Dolphins-Porpoise/Killer-Whales/ESA-
Status/KW-Chnk.cfm 

 
• Any interested party may submit comments on the Final Report to NOAA Fisheries and Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada (DFO).  Written comments should be sent by January 31, 2013 by email to 
orca.plan@noaa.gov (all comments received by email will be shared with both agencies) or by regular 
mail sent directly to one or both agencies.  Although we cannot commit to provide specific 
responses, all comments will be reviewed by the agencies to help inform future management 
decisions and recovery activities. 
 

• NOAA Fisheries and DFO will confer with a view to coordinate their respective responses to the 
Final Report.  Among other issues, they will consider how the findings and conclusions might  

 
o affect implementation and development of their respective recovery programs for Southern 

Resident Killer Whales 
 

o affect existing and future salmon fishery management decisions 
 

o influence priorities for research and monitoring  
 

• After reviewing the findings and conclusions in the Final Report and conferring with DFO, NOAA 
Fisheries will decide whether to issue new guidance for U.S. fisheries or reinitiate ESA 
consultations on existing U.S. fisheries.  DFO also will review the findings and conclusions of the 
Final Report to help inform decisions regarding Canada’s domestic responsibilities. 
 

• If NOAA Fisheries and DFO conclude that changes in salmon fisheries are warranted, they will 
work within existing domestic processes and the Pacific Salmon Commission to address such 
changes, with a view to coordinating fishery management responses. 
 

• NOAA Fisheries and DFO will continue their existing practice of cooperating and coordinating 
research to guide SRKW recovery efforts. 
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