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Report online at: www.bewhalewise.org or call 1-800-853-1964

Report all observations of possible wildlife harassment.

• Don’t hide away behind that lens! Watching wild whales is more exciting than
getting the perfect photo. Allow yourself to truly experience and appreciate the
extraordinary ecosystem—the precious home of the whales you came to see.

• Make your experience count.
Get to know your captain and naturalist. Ask questions and have a conversation with
them about how they follow the regulations & guidelines and about issues facing the
whales. Tell your captain that you chose their boat because of their commitment to
protecting the whales. If you feel they did a good job, tell them!…and if you don’t feel
they did a good job, let them know!

• Decide what trip is right for
you. Ask yourself: Where do I
want to leave from? What type
of vessel is right for me? How
long do I want to be out? What
fits within my budget?

Having a knowledgeable guide
makes the experience more
rewarding.

employs locally certified
professional naturalists.

• Choose a company that

If you would rather watch whales with a commercial whale watch company, choose a
vessel or kayak operator who is committed to following local, state, and federal viewing
regulations and guidelines. Research your commercial whale watch or kayak company.
Ask the company what they are doing to help minimize their potential impacts and how
they are contributing to conservation efforts for the whales and the ecosystem.
“Look Before You Book” for whale watch operators who are members of the U.S./Canadian
Pacific Whale Watch Association (www. pacificwhalewatch.org).
Be a smart consumer: support conscientious companies by choosing to go with them.

Watching whales with a commercial whale watch company.
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Note: Visit The Whale Trail for more shore-viewing opportunities in the region (http://thewhaletrail.org).

know what marine
wildlife you might see
passing by.

to see whales, with the least amount of
impact, is to watch them from shore.
The Salish Sea has some of the best
shore-based viewing opportunities in
the world. Perhaps the best-known
shore-based whale watching area is
Lime Kiln Point State
Park (also known as
Whale Watch Park) on
San Juan Island.
In addition to the
possibility of seeing
whales pass close to
shore, The Whale
Museum has an active
research laboratory in
the Lime Kiln lighthouse
There is also a Washington
State Park Interpretive
Center with docents.
Both are good places to
learn more and get your
questions answered.
Come prepared for the
weather conditions and
be sure to bring your
binoculars and natural
history field guides.
Pack a picnic and plan to
stay awhile ...you never

Take the time. One of the best ways

Watching whales from shore.
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