When You Get Back
When you get back from your trip make a
commitment to do something good to
help the whales and their Salish Sea home.

Here are some ideas:

Reduce your footprint! « Reduce energy
and water use « Reduce! Re-use! Recycle! «
Vote where it counts! « Support efforts,
funding, and legislation that protect and
restore healthy marine ecosystems
worldwide, especially the Salish Sea -
Get Involved! - Learn more about the
Southern Resident community of killer
whales by adopting a whale through The
Whale Museum's Orca Adoption Program «
Support boater education programs like
The Whale Museum'’s Soundwatch Program
« Report your sightings to The Whale
Museum'’s Sightings Hotline
(1-800-562-8832 or by email to
hotline@whalemuseum.org) - Listen for the
whales and other sounds of the Salish Sea
at www.OrcaSound.net

Find links to all this and more at:
www.whalemuseum.org
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Spread the word!
Help others “Be Whale Wise”
... pass this information
on to others.

Watching Whales
in the Wilds of the

San Juan Islands
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Watching whales in the wild
is a thrilling experience.

However, we need to minimize our
potential impacts to the whales. Just like us,
whales need space to find food, choose
mates, raise young, socialize, and rest.

When we get too close, approach too fast,
or make too much noise, we may be
disturbing these activities, causing the
whales unnecessary stress.

“l want to see whales in the wild.
How do | make an informed choice?”

Understand the very real issues.

Annually more than 500,000 people go
whale watching in the Salish Sea onboard
commercial whale watch boats, private
powerboats and kayaks. The transboundary
waters of the Salish Sea are extremely busy
due to commercial shipping, fishing, whale
watching, and pleasure boating.

The orcas in the Salish Sea are a population of
wild endangered animals.

If they are to survive, those of us who love them must act to protect
them. Orcas and other marine wildlife are affected by human actions. The cumulative
effects of declining fish species, new and persistent toxins, rapid human population
growth, as well as the effects of global climate change all threaten their ability to survive.
There is also growing scientific evidence that whales may be further stressed by vessel
traffic and noise.

Information in this guide will help you to make responsible choices for your viewing
experience whether you choose to watch from shore, go out with a commercial company
or view from your own vessel.

Watching whales from a private powerboat or sailboat.

If you choose to go whale
watching from a private
powerboat or sailboat know the
area and have a safe water plan;
observe all maritime laws as well
as marine wildlife regulations
and guidelines.

Find and download the current

regulations and Be Whale Wise
guidelines at www.whalemuseum.org and www.bewhalewise.org.
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Watching whales from a kayak or other human-powered craft.

In addition to the laws and Be
Whale Wise guidelines discussed
in this brochure, please follow
the Kayakers Code of Conduct
for Paddlers available at
www.whalemuseum.org.

Kayaks and other small rowing
crafts are virtually silent above
and below the water. They can
startle marine wildlife close to shore and may actually cause the whales to change course.
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