UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmaospheric Administration
PROGRAM PLANNING AND INTEGRATION

Silver Spring, Maryland 20810

Dear Reviewer:

In accordance with provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), we enclose for
your review the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on the Makah Tribe Request to Hunt Gray Whales.

This DEIS is prepared pursuant to NEPA to assess the environmental impacts associated with the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) review and evaluation of the Makah Indian Tribe’s
request for authorization under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and Whaling Convention Act
to resume treaty-based hunting of eastern North Pacific gray whales (Eschrichtius robustus) for
ceremonial and subsistence purposes.

Additional copies of the DEIS may be obtained from the Responsible Program Official identified
below. The document is also accessible electronically through the NMFS West Coast Region’s
website at
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine_mammals/cetaceans/whale_h
unt.html.

Written comments should be submitted through mail, facsimile (fax), or email to the Responsible
Program Official identified below. Written comments submitted during the agency’s 90-day
public comment period must be received by June 11, 2015. When submitting fax or email
comments, include the following document identifier in the comment subject line: 2015 Makah
DEIS.

Responsible Program Official: William W. Stelle, Jr.
Regional Administrator
National Marine Fisheries Service, West Coast Region
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
7600 Sand Point Way NE, Building 1
Seattle, WA 98115-0070
(206) 526-6150 Telephone
(206) 526-6426 Fax
Makah2015DEIS.wcr@noaa.gov

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by
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