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Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) directs all federal agencies to conserve species listed as threatened and 
endangered. Those agencies, in consultation with NMFS and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, must ensure that their 
actions will not jeopardize the continued existence of any ESA-listed species. Before starting an action, a federal action 
agency planning an activity obtains a list of threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species that may be 
present in the project action area. 

 

This National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), West Coast Region, California Species List provides the means for quickly 
obtaining a Species List. 

  

Information is provided as a Google Earth KMZ and a Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet.  Either can be used to obtain the 
Species List    
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Google Earth KMZ 
 

 

The Google Earth KMZ provides a visual means of determining the NMFS species that may be present within a 1:24,000 
(7.5 minute) USGS topographic quadrangle.   

The Google Earth KMZ allows the user to find their quad(s) of interest by panning, zooming, or using Google’s search 
function.  Once the area of interest is identified the user can employ the NMFS Species List kmz to obtain an inventory of 
NMFS-specific resources.  The information is presented at the scale of the quadrangles.  Identified resources may be 
present throughout the entire quadrangle or only a portion of it. 

Upon opening the KMZ with the Google Earth desktop application the user will see a satellite image on the right covered 
by an information screen and on the left there will be a list of the files contained within the KMZ: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Information Screen 

List of Files 
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The information Screen   
 

 The Information Screen contains reference data (author, date, content): 

 

 

 

The procedure to access the data contained within a quad and what the data means: 

 

 

 

 

 Instructions on obtaining an official species list from NMFS: 

 

 

 

How to make the Information Screen disappear so you can view the data: 
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Turn off the Information Screen 
To do this go to the left side of the Google Earth application where the KMZ files are listed. 
Uncheck the box next to the “Info Box” file.  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
Box is checked, screen will be visible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box is unchecked, screen will be hidden 
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Similarly, if the having the Quadrangle Names visible seems overwhelming or are too obstructive you may turn them off 
in the same manner as the Information Box.  Simply uncheck the box next to “Quad Name” (underneath the “Info Box” 
check box).  

 

 

 

Names 
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Species List Data 
 

This KMZ contains all the terrestrial, estuarine, and coastal quads that intersect with NMFS Trust species.  Each Quad is 
displayed as a yellow outline representing the quad border. 

Use the Google Earth Tools to Pan/Zoom or Search for your area of interest.  Alternatively, you can use the buttons and 
wheel on your mouse to pan and zoom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pan and Zoom tools 

Search tool 
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Take advantage of Google Earth tools to help you find your project area.  Click on Roads / Borders / Labels to use these 
as landmarks when locating the quad that contains your area. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn on the Quad Names to further  

help you (Check the box next to 

 “Quad Name” In the List of Files),  

see page 6. 
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Once you have identified the pertinent area left mouse click within the yellow outline of the quad.  The species 
information will be visible in a pop-up window. 
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The first 2 items are the USGS Quadrangle Name and the 
Quadrangle Number 

 

 

The next section displays the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Listed 
Anadromous Fish.  Any item on the list that has an X next to it 
indicates that species may be present within the quad.  A code of 
(T) means the species is ESA Threatened.  An (E) means it is 
Endangered.  See the Glossary within the KMZ List of Files (titled 
“Glossary and Scientific Names”).   

 

 

 

 

The second section denotes whether Critical Habitat for any ESA 
Anadromous Fish exists within the quad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, ESA listed Marine Invertebrates (White and Black Abalone) 
are displayed. 

 

Followed by Critical Habitat for Black Abalone 

 

ESA Sea Turtle presence is the next section. 

 

 

 

The ESA listed whales follow  
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And the ESA listed pinnipeds 

 

Essential Fish Habitat for coho and Chinook salmon, groundfish, 
coastal pelagics, and highly migratory species is listed 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the Marine Mammal Protection Act species are addressed.   

 

The NMFS contact is identified and the presence of cetaceans 
and/or pinnipeds is indicated.  The full list of MMPA species is 
available at the left in the List of Files by clicking on the heading 
“MMPA Species.” 

 

 

 
 
Copying the Species List Data 
 

With the Species pop-up list open you can copy the contents of the window and paste it into your own document.   

Place your cursor in the top left of the pop-up box, press the left finger pad and hold it down as you move the cursor 
down the box.  The contents of the box will be highlighted in blue as you move the cursor down.  Once at the bottom of 
the box release the finger pad.  Go to the top Menu to Edit.  

 

 Click Edit, then click Copy.   Now go to your document and 
paste.  The data will paste in as a table. 
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The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) Species 
To obtain the list of MMPA species, look to the left at the List of Files.  There is an entry titled “MMPS Species” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply checking the box next to the words “MMPA Species” will not yield any results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must click on the BLUE TEXT (MMPA Species) to make the list visible 



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

 

Contains phone contact information  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All MMPA species are listed. 

First whales, followed by porpoises, dolphins, then 
pinnipeds.  

The MMPA status is listed (Protected or Depleted). 

And the ESA status is listed (Threatened or 
Endangered). 
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Glossary and Scientific Names 
Similar to the MMPA Species List, to obtain the Glossary and Scientific Names list you must click on the BLUE TEXT 
(Glossary and Scientific Names) in the List of Files, not on the check box nest to the title 
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The Sources List 
To View the Reference Sources for the data click on the box in the List of Files next to the word “Sources” (uncheck the 
box to remove the list) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data sources for the Quads, ESU/DPS Boundaries, Critical Habitat, Distribution, and Essential Fish Habitat are listed 
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Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet 
 

 

The Excel Spreadsheet provides a tabular means of determining the NMFS species that may be present within a 1:24,000 
(7.5 minute) USGS topographic quadrangle.  It contains all the same information as the KMZ but presents it in a non-
spatial manner. 

Unlike the KMZ, there is not a visual means to locate your area of interest.  To use the spreadsheet you must already 
know the USGS Quad(s) the project falls within.   

 

 

Tabs within the Spreadsheet 
Upon opening the spreadsheet with the Excel program, you will notice tabs along the bottom: 

 

Using the first 2 tabs you can search for the necessary quad either alphabetically or numerically.  The first tab (“Quad 
data (Alpha)”) lists all the quads within NMFS influence in alphabetical order by the official USGS name.  The second tab 
(Quad data (N to S)”) lists all the quads numerically, north to south, using the USGS number system.   

 

Use the Excel Find Tool (found at the right-side end of the Excel “Home” tab across the top).   
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Choose “Find” and type in the quad name or number, depending on how you choose to search, into the “Find what” 
window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need to enter the name/number correctly 

 

Alternatively, if you are familiar with it, you may use the Filter tool. 

 

You may also scroll down the spreadsheet until you find your desired listing  
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Obtaining Species List Data from the Spreadsheet 
 

Similar to the KMZ, the Species List data is represented by an “X” in a cell.  If the feature listed in a column heading may 
be present within a Quad, the cell that corresponds to the proper column and row will have an “X.”   

The Quad name/number is listed by rows and the Species data is arranged by columns.  After finding your quad of 
interest, read across the row to obtain the information required for a Species List. 

 

 

 

 

 

The first major group, ESA Anadromous Fish, contains the 
Endangered Species Act listed salmonids, eulachon, and 
green sturgeon.  Each species is listed by name and its ESA 
status (Threatened or Endangered).  See the “Glossary-
Scientific Name” Excel tab for the description of the 
abbreviations. 

The second group lists the presence of Critical 
Habitat for the ESA Anadromous Fish. 

 

The next seven groupings contain information on the ESA listed Invertebrates (Balck and White Abalone), Black Abalone 
Critical Habitat, ESA listed Sea Turtles, ESA listed whales and pinnipeds, Essential Fish Habitat for salmon, groundfish, 
coastal pelagics, and highly migratory species.   The Marine Mammal Protection Act Species are listed in the final 2 
columns.  

Reading the first row of this snippet, you’ll see “X’s” across the row.  Each “X” indicates possible presence of the feature 
in the column above the “X”. This example shows the Albion quad, number 39123-B7, may contain CCC Coho ( an 
Endangered species),  CC Chinook (Threatened), NC Steelhead (Threatened), sDPS Green Sturgeon (Threatened), and 
Critical Habitat for CCC Coho, CC Chinook, and NC Steelhead. 
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MMPA Species tab 
 

The MMPA (Marine Mammal Protection Act) tab identifies the NMFS person to contact regarding MMPA species.   

Each species is itemized (whales, porpoise, dolphin, pinnipeds), its MMPA status related (Depleted, Protected), and its 
ESA status, if present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

Glossary-Scientific Name tab 
 

The Glossary gives the definition for the codes/abbreviations used in the Excel spreadsheet.  Rows 3-22 shows all codes 
itemized alphabetically followed by the description of the code 

 

The following rows, 25-97 itemizes the species entrusted to NMFS. The first column is the common name and the 
second column is the scientific name. 

The first block (rows 25-59) contains the NMFS species that are listed under the Endangered Species Act.  This group is 
further broken down by categories of Anadromous Fish, Invertebrates, Sea Turtles, Cetaceans, and Pinnipeds.  The 
second block (rows 61-98) contains the NMFS species that area listed under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.   

 

 

 

The Sources tab 
 

This tab give references for the data supplied in the quad list tabs.   
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