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EFP Solicitation Letter 
“The purpose of this letter is to (1) provide notice and 
guidance regarding the development of Exempted Fishing 
Permit (EFP) proposals to test alternative fishing gear as 
a substitute in the large mesh drift net (DGN) fishery, or 
test new approaches or methods of fishing DGN gear, and 
(2) provide notice of the timeline for EFP submission to 
the Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council). 
Successful applicants would be exempted from fishing 
regulations currently in effect but required to fish in 
accordance with provisions of an approved EFP.” 
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Dupuy, Gibbs & Haworth application 
• Gear: Shallowset (SSLL) and Deepset (DSLL) Longlining 

• SSLL (<100m, night, swordfish); DSLL (>100m, day, tuna) 
• Area: US West Coast EEZ 
• Time: 2-4 year period 
• Effort: 3-4 vessels  

• Pilot project: 2-3 vessels, 6 months 
• Observers: 100% coverage, paid by NMFS 
• Council action (March 2015) 

• 1 vessel 
• Specify effort beyond initial 6 months 
• Effort prohibited w/in 50nm of mainland & islands 
• Marlin bycatch limit, fishery closure if exceeded 
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Pfleger Institute of Env. Research (PIER) application 
• Gear: Deep-set buoy gear (DSBG, 2 hooks, 250-350m 

depth) 
• Area: Half Moon Bay to US-Mexico border 
• Time: 2015-2016 

• July-October 
• Effort: 6 vessels 

• > 20 sets each vessel (8 hrs) 
• Observers: 20% coverage minimum (25-30% target) 

• Paid by PIER and Pew Charitable Trust 
• Council action (March 2015) 

• Accept without additional conditions 
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Perguson application 
• Gear: Deep- & shallow-set buoy gears, deep- & shallow-

set shortline gears, harpoon 
• Evaluate side-by-side gear performance 

• Area: Oregon to US-Mexico border 
• Different gears in different locales 

• Time: TBD by applicants 
• 2 years 

• Effort: 5 vessels 
• Observers: 100% coverage 

• Self-funded if needed 
• Council action (March 2015) 

• Recommend NMFS permit only for DSBG 
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Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries application 

• Gear: DGN & SSLL 
• Area: Pacific Leatherback Conservation Area (PLCA) 
• Time: 2015-2016 

• DGN: Aug 15 – Nov 15; SSLL: Aug 15-Jan 31 
• Effort: 2 DGN & 2 SSLL 

• 90 SSLL sets per vessel; 60 DGN sets per vessel 
• Some side-by-side (within 60nm) in 2016 

• Observers: 100% and EM considered 
• Self-funded if needed 

• Council action (March 2015) 
• Resubmit at June 2015 Council meeting with sufficient 

experimental detail for SSC review and final action 
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Steve Mintz application 
• Gear: DSBG 

• Area: Washington, Oregon and California waters 
• Time: 2 seasons 
• Effort: 1 vessel 

• 20-60 days of effort 
• Observers: 100% coverage 

• Self-funded if needed 
• Council action (March 2015) 

• Applicant to work with scientific advisors (NMFS) to 
define data collection and analysis procedures, and to 
identify which agencies will receive activity reports 
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March 2015 Council overall decisions 
• 100% observer coverage 
• EFP fishing prohibited north of the Washington/Oregon 

border (46° 15’ N. lat.) and in the first year EFP fishing is 
prohibited north of the Oregon/California border 

• NMFS to close fishing under any EFP for the remainder of 
the year if the amount of an Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) -listed species taken in that EFP fishery is the 
lower of either double the amount of incidental take 
estimated in an ESA biological opinion prepared for that 
activity or 10 animals  

• EFPs testing buoy gear only authorized in federal waters 
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