
 
Agenda 

U.S. West Coast Swordfish Fisheries Meeting   
May 11-12, 2015  

Southwest Fisheries Science Center, La Jolla, California 
 

Objective: Stakeholders will consider existing West Coast swordfish fisheries while exploring 
complementary strategies for optimizing fishing for highly migratory species. This conversation 
will take into consideration balancing sustainable fisheries with reducing bycatch and identify 

potential ways to reach this goal. 

Monday, May 11, 2015 

8:00 am – 9:00 am   Arrive and Register 

9:00 am – 9:30 am 

 
   Welcome   

• Meeting Purpose and Welcome (Heidi Taylor)  
• Introductions, Agenda Overview & Ground Rules (Scott McCreary) 

9:30 am – 10:00 am 

 
   Swordfish Fishery Background 

• SLUTH: Swordfish and Leatherback Use of Temperate Habitat (Heidi Dewar) 
• A Summary of the 2011 Swordfish Workshop (Heidi Taylor) 

 

10:00 am – 10:45 am 

   Swordfish Fishery Education & Background 
• Current Stock Status of Swordfish in the North Pacific (Tim Sippel) 
• Swordfish Fisheries Currently Authorized Under The Highly Migratory Species 

Fisheries Management Plan (Kit Dahl)  
• Bycatch Reduction in U.S. Swordfish Fisheries (Rebecca Lewison) 

10:45 am – 11:00 am 

 
   Break 
 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm 

   Swordfish Fishery Education & Background 
• Comparing Bycatch and Economic Metrics in U.S. Swordfish Fisheries       

(Heidi Gjertsen) 
• Trends In Economic Performance of Swordfish Fisheries (Steve Stohs) 

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm 

 

  Lunch Break 
      12:30 pm Tribute to Pete Dupuy 

1:15 pm – 3:15 pm 

 
   Swordfish Fishery Education & Background (Continued) 

• Cost Benefit Analysis of Regulation (Dale Squires) 
• Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Success, with Implications for Seafood 

Imports (Tina Fahy) 
• A Summary of Exempted Permit Applications to the PFMC in 2015 (Tim Sippel) 
• Update on Exempted Fishing Permits 

- Swordfish Movements, Recent Gear Trials, and Future Experiments 
Focused On West Coast Fishery Development (Chugey Sepulveda) 

 

3:15 pm – 3:30 pm 
  

    Break 



3:30 pm – 4:00 pm  

   Monitoring Improvements  
• NMFS Electronic Monitoring Efforts (Steve Freese)   
• How NGOs Can Help (Melissa Stevens) 
• Overview of Requests for Proposals (Lyle Enriquez) 

 

4:00 pm – 4:45 pm 
 

   Predictive Mapping Tools and Technology 
• Existing and Emerging Applications (Rebecca Lewison) 

 

 

4:45 pm – 5:15 pm 
 

   Wrap Up (Scott McCreary) 
 

 6:00 pm –       Optional Evening Networking Activity 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

9:00 am – 9:30 am     Recap and Frame Topics (Scott McCreary) 

9:30 am – 10:30 am  

  
   Supply Chain Panel Discussion (Peter Halmay, Jim Heflin, Dave Rudie,  
   Bill Sutton, Shevis Shima, Moderated by Scott McCreary)  

 

10:30 am – 10:45 am   Break 

10:45 am – 12:00 pm 

 
   Facilitated Discussion: Strategies to Sustain West Coast Swordfish Fisheries                
   and Reduce Bycatch (Scott McCreary) 

 

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm   Lunch Break 

1:15 pm – 2:15 pm 

 
 

   Building and Strengthening Partnerships  
   Facilitated Breakout Session Groups 
     Topics:  

- What is the value of having a swordfish fishery off the West Coast? 
- Is the current state of the swordfish fishery sustainable? 
- What are the major challenges facing the swordfish industry?         
         - What are the most promising strategies to meet and overcome those                  
            challenges? 
 

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm     Break 

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm 
 
   Report-Out From Breakout Groups 

 

2:45 pm – 3:45 pm 

   Building and Strengthening Partnerships  
   Facilitated Breakout Session Groups 
     Topics: 

- What gear or technologies could increase fishing opportunities and       
minimize environmental impacts? 

- How can organizations and individuals in the supply chain support a robust 
swordfish industry? 

- How can we build and grow partnerships? 
 

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm    Break 

4:00 pm – 4:15 pm   Report-Out From Breakout Groups 

4:15 pm – 5:00 pm   Next Steps 
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