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http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/fisheries/groundfish_trawl_catch_
share/groundfish_trawl_catch_share_program.html 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
For Information Contact: NMFS-SEA-13-08 
Groundfish Branch (206) 526-6140 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Fisheries Permit Office (206) 526-4353 May 7, 2013 
 

PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH FISHERY 
 

Trawl Rationalization Program: 

Coops - Whiting allocations available  
IFQ - QS Account Adjustment for Whiting 

IFQ - Vessel Account Adjustment for Carryover 
IFQ – Changes to online IFQ system 

 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
announces the following: 

1. Allocation of Pacific whiting for the 
Mothership and Catcher/Processor Coop 
Programs; 

2. Adjustments to quota share (QS) accounts 
for Pacific whiting and some additional 
species caught on whiting trips in the 
Shorebased Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) 
Program;    

3. Adjustments to vessel accounts for surplus 
carryover in the Shorebased IFQ Program; 
and  

4. Changes to the online IFQ system   
 
The final Pacific whiting harvest specifications 
published in the Federal Register and are effective 
on May 7, 2013.  
 
Whiting Allocations available for Coops 

The Pacific whiting season for the at-sea sectors 
begins May 15, 2013.  The allocation of Pacific 
whiting between the at-sea sectors is as follows:   

 48,970  mt for the mothership sector; and  
 69,373  mt for the catcher/processor sector.   

For 2013, there is one mothership cooperative 

(coop).  All mothership catcher vessel (MS/CV) 
endorsed limited entry trawl permits owners elected 
to participate in the coop fishery.  There is no 
allocation to the non-coop fishery because no 
permits are assigned to the non-coop fishery.  
Accordingly, the mothership coop is allocated 100% 
of the mothership sector allocation.  100% of the 
catcher/processor sector allocation is allocated to 
the single catcher/processor coop, as per 
§660.160(c)(2).  The coops will be notified of their 
allocation of Pacific whiting and allocations of non-
groundfish species through a cover letter with their 
coop permit.   
 
QS Accounts ‐ Whiting 

In January 2013, NMFS issued interim allocations of 
Pacific halibut, Pacific whiting, and some additional 
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species caught on whiting trips, to the Shorebased 
IFQ Program and to quota share (QS) permit owners 
through their QS accounts.  On April 11, 2013, 
NMFS credited QS accounts with additional Pacific 
halibut QP (i.e., “topped-up”), based on the final 
Area 2A TCEY.   
 
The interim amount for Pacific whiting was a 
conservative allocation to remain in place until the 
final harvest specifications for the whiting fishery 
were implemented and until NMFS responded to the 
court order on Pacific Dawn v. Bryson, No. C10-
4829 TEH (N.D. Cal.).  The interim amount for 
some additional species associated with whiting trips 
was a conservative amount until NMFS responded to 
the court order.  Both of these NMFS actions have 
occurred. 
 
The shorebased sector allocation of Pacific whiting 
for 2013 is 85,697 mt. 
 
By close of business on May 7, 2013, NMFS will 
credit QS accounts with additional Pacific 
whiting QP (i.e., “topped-up”) and additional QP 
for species associated with whiting trips.  QS 
permit owners should check their QS accounts for 
this additional QP.  To see the exact amount of 
additional QP added, users should go to the transfer 
or message tab in their QS account. As a reminder, 
all QP in a QS account must be transferred to one or 
more vessel accounts by September 1 each year.  See 
the attached table titled, “2013 Shorebased Trawl 
Vessel Limits” which has been updated to reflect the 
final whiting allocation to the Shorebased IFQ 
Program, and shows the resulting pounds associated 
with vessel limits.        
 

Vessel Accounts – Carryover 

In the Shorebased IFQ Program, NMFS will issue 
surplus carryover from 2012 to 2013 vessel accounts 
for most IFQ species except: 

• Pacific whiting,   
• Petrale sole, 
• Lingcod north of 40°10’ N. lat., and 
• Lingcod south of 40°10’ N. lat. 

 
NMFS considered the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council’s (PFMC’s) recommendation on carryover 
from its March 2013 meeting in making its surplus 
carryover decision.  Consistent with the PFMC 

recommendation, NMFS will not issue surplus 
carryover for Pacific whiting at this time to adhere to 
the international whiting treaty agreement, where a 
method for addressing the fact that carryover of 
unused Pacific whiting already exists. 
 
However, NMFS will not issue surplus carryover for 
petrale sole and lingcod.  NMFS is not issuing 
surplus carryover for petrale sole due to the high 
risk of exceeding the 2013 ACL for this 
overfished species, and issuing surplus carryover 
would further increase this risk.  NMFS is not 
issuing surplus carryover for lingcod until the PFMC 
and NMFS have considered how reallocations by 
geographic area affect surplus carryover.  In this 
case lingcod changed from a coastwide IFQ species 
to being divided north and south of 40°10’ N. lat.  
The final rule for the 2013/2014 harvest 
specifications and management measures (78 FR 
580, 1/3/2013) highlighted this issue on p.584, 
stating “the PFMC and NMFS need to consider how 
reallocations affect surplus carryover, QS control 
limits (including aggregate non-whiting groundfish 
species), and potentially, a different solution to 
deficit carryover.”   
 
For 2013 vessel accounts with IFQ species eligible 
for surplus carryover, NMFS will credit surplus 
carryover QPs from 2012 by close of business on 
May 7, 2013.  In addition, due to the complex nature 
of calculating surplus carryover, NMFS will mail 
individual surplus carryover calculations to each 
vessel owner eligible for surplus carryover.  NMFS 
will also post surplus carryover frequently asked 
questions to the NWR vessel account page, under 
Manage an Existing Vessel Account.  
 
NMFS will not issue surplus carryover in excess of 
daily or annual vessel limits and any surplus 
carryover above vessel limits will be permanently 
expired.   
 
Changes to Online IFQ System 

NMFS would like to remind online IFQ account 
holders about the changes made to the system on 
May 7, 2013, and previously announced in our April 
11, 2013 public notice.  Last year, vessel account 
owners needed to initiate separate transfers for three 
distinct “currencies” or types of quota pounds (QPs): 
current year QPs, surplus carryover QPs, and tribal 



Page 3 of 4 

whiting reapportionment QPs. In the future, set-
aside QPs could also be credited to the Shorebased 
IFQ sector, which could create an additional 
currency.  In an effort to streamline and simplify the 
IFQ account system, NMFS will now track two 
“currencies”: current year QPs and other QPs.  
“Current year QPs” will continue to consist of QPs 
allocated to the shorebased IFQ sector in the current 
year and will continue to be eligible towards the 
calculation of any surplus carryover in the following 
year.  “Other QPs” will consist of any surplus 
carryover QPs, tribal whiting reapportionment QPs 
and any future set-aside QPs, and this currency type 
will continue to expire at the end of the year and will 
not be eligible towards the calculation of any surplus 
carryover in the following year. 
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