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Three years into 
the Catch Shares 
Program for the West 
Coast groundfish 
fishery, fishermen 
continue to benefit 
from increased 
flexibility while 
reduced bycatch of 
overfished species 
helps rebuild stocks. 
Fishermen are 
keeping more of the 
fish they catch, as 
well as landing more 
fish and earning more 
revenue for each 
fishing trip. NOAA 
Fisheries continues 
to work with the 
groundfish fleet to 
assure the program 
operates cost-
effectively.

To learn 
more:
www.westcoast.
fisheries.noaa.gov/
fisheries/groundfish_
catch_shares/index.
html

Questions?
Catch Shares Program 
Frank Lockhart  
206-526-6142 
frank.lockhart@noaa.gov

Economic Data 
Collection
Erin Steiner
206-860-3202
erin.steiner@noaa.gov

Observer Program
Jon McVeigh
206-302-2423
jon.mcveigh@noaa.gov

Catch Shares 
Social Study
Suzanne Russell 
206-860-3274
suzanne.russell@noaa.gov

Observing the Fishery

The West Coast Groundfish Observer Program continues to provide 100% observer coverage 
as required by federal regulations supporting the Pacific Fishery Management Council 
recommendations for individual accountability. The program deployed on average 116 

observers on 117 vessels in the shoreside IFQ sectors in 2013-2014. Sea days averaged about 
7,000 in those sectors as well as another 1,500 sea days in the at-sea fisheries. That is about 
25 "sea-years" worth of data per year! In the catch shares fishery, observers prioritize sampling of 
protected and overfished species as well as IFQ species for quota management. Observers collect 
a large suite of fishery-dependent data, such as fishing location and duration, species caught and 
retained or discarded, biological data including genetic samples and otoliths, and information on 
interactions with protected species. In addition to providing individual accountability and discard 
data to allow fishermen to manage their IFQ quotas, observer data is regularly used in stock 
assessments, fisheries research, and ocean management. Observers and observer data were 
also used to help further electronic monitoring research in the different sectors of the Catch Share 
Program.
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Exploring Electronic Monitoring
The Pacific Fishery Management Council and NOAA Fisheries continued exploring the use of 
electronic monitoring as a possible option to help reduce the cost of fisheries observers in 
shore-based and mothership fisheries. The fisheries require 100 percent observer coverage 
but the subsidy program that helps cover the cost of observers is expected to be phased out 
in 2016. The Pacific Fishery Management Council adopted electronic monitoring methods 
for the whiting midwater trawl, non-whiting midwater trawl, fixed gear and bottom trawl 
fisheries in 2014. The methods will be tested under exempted fishing permits in 2015 and 
2016, with the expectation of developing electronic monitoring regulations for the whiting 
fishery in 2016 and the fixed gear and bottom trawl fisheries in 2017.

2015 UPDATE
FOR THE

WEST COAST
CATCH SHARES 

PROGRAM 

2015 UPDATE
FOR THE

WEST COAST
CATCH SHARES 

PROGRAM 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page Bycatch
	Page 4
	Page l center
	page right center
	back page

