
HS Salmon DRAFT-Lesson 5 Page 1 of 3 
 

ESA-Listed Salmon and the Four Lower Snake River Dams 
High School Social Studies: Causes of Conflict CBA 
LESSON 5:  CIVICS and CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 
 Subject Area(s):  Social Studies: Civics  Duration: 1-2 days 

Block period would be ideal 
Description: Learning the complexity of stakeholders and jurisdictions managing these 
resources, but learning how to communicate in a way to open conversation rather than close it 
down. 
Key words: conflict resolution, negotiate, arbitrate, communicate, mediate, legislate, litigate, 
compromise, collaborate, problem solving, and competing. 

Materials:  Handouts for groups 
Conflict Resolution examples (cut and ready to hand out to students) 

State Standards: 
WA, OR, and ID 

WA: EALR 1: Civics.  Component 1.4:  Understands civic involvement.  GLE:  1.4.1 Analyzes 
and evaluates ways of influencing local, state, and national governments to preserve individual 
rights and promote the common good. 
 
WA:  EALR 2:  Communication.  Component 2.2:  Uses interpersonal skills and strategies in a 
multicultural context to work collaboratively, solve problems, and perform tasks.  GLE:  Uses 
communication skills that demonstrate respect. 
 
OR: Civics and Government.  SS.HS.CG.05:  Understands the civic responsibilities of United 
States citizens and how they are met. 
 
OR: English L.A.  EL.CM.SL.13:  Identify and analyze the types of arguments used by the 
speaker. 
 
ID:  Standard 1:  History.  Goal 1.3:  Identify the role of American Indian in the development of 
the United States.  Objective 2:  6-12 USH1.1.3.2:  Explain how and why events may be 
interpreted differently according to the points of view of participants and observers. 
 
ID:  Standard 6:  Communication.  Goal 6.1:  Acquire listening skills.  Objective 5: 9-12 Speech 
6.1.5 Analyze the types of arguments used by a speaker. 

Focus Questions: How can a citizen get more involved in an issue like salmon recovery? 
What strategies are useful to demonstrate that you are being a good listener and are open to 
positive communication? 
What are conflict resolution strategies and why are they important? 

Learning Objectives: 
  
 

At the end of this lesson students will be able to:  
• Describe different civic actions and ways to get involved 
• Demonstrate ways to communicate in a calm/respectful manner and pose alternatives 
• Understand the value of conflict resolution and be able to give examples of different 

strategies 
Engage and Encounter Ask a NOAA representative to share his/her background and involvement in this issue.  

Emphasis will be on the importance of effective civic engagement and describing the complexity 
of Salmon Recovery. 

Explore and Investigate Conflict Resolution Activity:  Students will work with partners with opposing points of view and 
demonstrate a conflict resolution strategy. 

Reflect and Explain 
Assessment:  
 

Students will write a persuasive paper using the Washington State Classroom Based 
Assessment (CBA), Causes of Conflict 
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/HighSch08/HSEcon
-CausesofConflict-CBA.pdf  

Apply and Extend Investigate different civic organizations and find ways to get involved in this issue.  Teach what 
you have learned to other people and engage in a meaningful conversation that will allow you 
learn more perspectives. 

Pilot Evaluation  Thank you for piloting this curriculum, please fill in the evaluation form and mail in.  We 
appreciate your feedback and hope to make improvements in the upcoming year. 

 

http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/HighSch08/HSEcon-CausesofConflict-CBA.pdf�
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/HighSch08/HSEcon-CausesofConflict-CBA.pdf�
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ESA-Listed Salmon and the Four Lower Snake River Dams 
LESSON 5 Procedures:  CIVICS and CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 
Background:  The NOAA representative can clarify any content that the students have 
researched and review how NOAA Fisheries and the ESA play a part in the issue of the four 
Snake River dams.  Have students relay what they have learned and clarify any misconceptions 
or misleading; guide them to see that this issue has many sides to it and remind them that the 
CBA that they are working on is called, Causes of Conflict and our goal today is to help solidify 
those causes and encourage students to realize that citizens involved in this issue have a voice 
if they know how to communicate in positive, solution oriented ways. 
 
I. NOAA Representative  (40 minutes) 
 

A.  Whole class:  Have the NOAA representative share his/her background.  
Then review the salmon recovery process and how the Federal Caucus 
coordinates federal actions and is not a decision-making group. Lastly, have this 
person emphasize how the broad group of local, state, tribal, and federal 
governments; the private sector; and civic organizations work together to recover 
a species. **Coalitions-if time** (20 minutes) 
 
B.  Conflict Resolution Activity:  Ask students to think about the different groups 
they worked in prior to this visit and why it was relevant to this issue.  Tell them 
that working with people of opposing viewpoints can be challenging, but a life 
skill that can be applied in any situation.  Tell the students that they will be doing 
an activity in partners again, but each person will represent a different side.  Ask 
the class to split back into the two opposing groups, “Concerned with Status of 
the Salmon” and “Concerned with Economic Benefits of Dams” and pair off with 
one person from the other side. Distribute the stakeholder roles and conflict 
resolution strategy.  Each group will create an example with their stakeholders 
and share with the class.  (10 minutes) 
 
C.  Share:  Ask if anyone wants to share or role play with the whole class.  (5-10 
minutes) 
 
D.  Wrap up:  Share with students that Salmon Recovery and the 4 lower Snake 
River dams are only one example of complex, real life challenges.  Ask if any of 
them changed their perspectives during these exercises and if they would be 
interested in learning more about the issue.  Inspire them to think beyond high 
school and the path they choose to take in life.  How might a person get more 
involved?  (education (formal or informal), teach someone else about these 
issues or interview others to get their perspective, write a letter to their politicians, 
join an organization that supports your beliefs, etc.) 
 

II.    Homework/ Assessment:    
 

A.  Worksheet provided, have students turn in with rubric. 
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III.  Day six or homework:  Classroom Based Assessments:   

 
A.  The hydropower issue was designed to complement one of the 11th grade 
classroom based assessments.  Below are the CBAs that could be used: 
 

1.  Causes of Conflict  
2.  Checks and Balances 
3.  Cultural Interactions 
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                 CIVICS and CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
 
 
 
 

Describe some ways that citizens can get involved in salmon recovery issues? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe some barriers in communication that make it difficult 
to solve problems when conflicts arise.  Think about what 
actions, body language, and communication skills prohibit 
communication or resolving problems. 

What are some strategies you learned from today’s activity to 
address conflict resolution?  Describe the appropriate 
demeanor, body language, and communication styles that 
allow both parties to feel comfortable and work together. 
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1. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Farmer who uses water from reservoir to irrigate his crops 
For the status of the salmon:  Commercial fisherman 

 Negotiate: Roger and Kendra were arguing over who would get to use the box of markers. They realized that arguing was 
getting them nowhere, so they figured out several ways they could both use the markers. Then they chose the way they 
liked best. 
Negotiate: 
 
 
 

  
 
 
2. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Barge owner who transports goods to and from Lewiston 

For the status of the salmon:  West Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations 
 Arbitrate:  Jerome, Ted, and Alfredo are supposed to put up a bulletin board display together, but they can't agree on what 

the theme should be. They finally went to their teacher Mr. Nunez and asked him to choose the bulletin board theme.   
Arbitrate:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
3. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Foreman at the Locks, helps with barge transportation of grain from eastern 

Washington 
For the status of the salmon:  Save our Wild Salmon, Non-governmental organization 

 Develop alternatives:   
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4. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Barge company owner, who transports grain via the Columbia River 

For the status of the salmon:  Sports fishermen 
 Communicate:  Juanita was upset because her best friend Sara walked by her this morning without saying a word. She 

didn't speak to Sara all day. Finally Sara got Juanita to say what was wrong. "I didn't even see you," Sara cried. "I would 
never walk by without saying something to you." It was all a misunderstanding. 
Communicate:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
5. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Operator of the dam- maintains the facility 

For the status of the salmon:  Native American fishermen 
 Mediate:  Ricardo and Diana were playing on the same softball team, but they both wanted to pitch. They were shouting at 

each other. Finally Monty came up and helped them work out a solution to the problem. 
Mediate:   
 

 
 
 
6. For the economic benefits of the dams:  State engineer who deals with flood control measures 

For the status of the salmon:  American Rivers member 
 Brainstorm solutions: 
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7. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Fish transport barge operator who takes salmon around the dams to ensure their 

survival 
For the status of the salmon:  Restaurant owner who benefits from the seasonal fishery 

 Legislate:  Marla was being teased and called names by some kids in the class. She hated being called names. Every 
morning the class had a class meeting to discuss things. Marla suggested that there be a class rule against name-calling 
and teasing. 
Legislate:   
 
 

 
8. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Aluminum manufacturing company 

For the status of the salmon:  Manager for fishing gear store on the Columbia 
 Litigate: Carmen has accused Reba of stealing things out of her locker. They have taken their problem to the student 

court. The court is made up of a high school girl, who is the judge, and a jury of eighth- and ninth-graders. They will present 
evidence to the court. The jury will decide if Reba is guilty. If she is, the judge will decide her punishment 
Litigate: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
9. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Power company employee who sells energy to other states 

For the status of the salmon:  Sierra Club member and local wind generator engineer 
 Win/Win situation:  

 
Win/Win situation: 
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10. For the economic benefits of the dams: Power Company employee 
For the status of the salmon:  Solar power advocate who wants to diversify our energy resources 

 Compromise:  Anna and Jennifer are fighting over who gets to use the car after school.  Anna has a track meet and wants 
to pick up a friend on her way and Jennifer wants to pick up applications at nearby businesses for a summer job.  After 
bickering for awhile they decide to compromise; They will both go and pick up Anna’s friend and drop them off at the track 
meet, then Jennifer will take the car to run her errands and come back and pick up the two runners when she is done. 
Compromise:   
 
 
 

 
 
11. For the economic benefits of the dams:  Barge captain 

For the status of the salmon: Idaho Wildlife Federation 
 Problem Solving:  After soccer practice Kelsey was going to go home with Cheyenne for a sleep- over while her mother 

was away on business.  However, Kelsey rode her bike to school and Cheyenne takes the bus.  Kelsey didn’t bring her bike 
lock to leave her bike at school and thinks it is too far to ride her bike by herself to Cheyenne’s house.  Kelsey also didn’t 
have a note to ride the school bus in the morning, so the girls thought of all of the options of what they could do.  They 
called Cheyenne’s mom and she could drive the girls in the morning, if Kelsey could run the bike over to a friend who lives 
across from school.  
Problem Solving:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
12. For the economic benefits of the dams: Wheat farmer in Idaho 

For the status of the salmon: Washington Wildlife Federation 
 Collaboration: 

Collaboration: 



Lesson 5 Scenario Cards Page 5 of 6 
 

 
 
 
13. For the economic benefits of the dams: Corn farmer in Washington 

For the status of the salmon: Friends of the Earth NGO executive director 
 Accommodate:  

Accommodate: 

 
 
 
14. For the economic benefits of the dams: Lewiston port manager 

For the status of the salmon: Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association 
 Pointing Fingers: Not taking responsibility  

 
Pointing Fingers: 

 
 
 
15. For the economic benefits of the dams: Federal employee working at a dam up river from the four dams 

For the status of the salmon: Public Power Council member 
 Avoidance (I lose, you lose):   

Avoidance:   
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16. For the economic benefits of the dams: Dock worker in Lewiston, ID 

For the status of the salmon: Idaho Salmon and Steelhead United 
 Competition (I win, you lose): 
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