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Classroom based assessment:  Humans and the Environment or International Relations 
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/MiddleSch08/MiddleSchGeo
-HumansandTheEnvironment-CBA.pdf 
 
To arrange a guest speaker email:  nwr.education@noaa.gov  

                   Northwest Regional Office 
                      High school curriculum: Killer Whale Recovery  
                            Recruiting teachers, Overview, Teacher Feedback and Curriculum Evaluation  
 

Recruiting Teachers 
NOAA’s 9th-12th grade killer whale curriculum  
Science:  Biology, Marine Biology, Environmental Studies 

• Life Science (Population dynamics and the science behind the recovery strategies) 
• Inquiry (questioning, data analysis, formulating conclusions from evidence) 
• Application (Science, technology, problem solving) 

Social Studies and Classroom Based Assessment:     
• Geography (habitat and range ) 
• Management and Policy (What level of protection do these whales have in the USA and Canada?) 
• Economics (Stakeholders and how different levels of government regulate impacts) 
• Government (local, state, federal, and international) 
• Civics ( stewardship: rights and responsibilities of citizens) 

Aligns with CBA: Humans and the Environment or International Relations 

Curriculum Overview 

Lesson Topic Activity Length 
of Time Materials Needed Assessment 

1 
 

Natural history 
and population 
parameters 

Pre-Test  
Trading card activity to 
look at population 
dynamics 

1-2 50 
min. 

periods 
 

Bottle with hole at 
base and water 
10 posters 
Trading cards 
Student worksheet 

Pre-Test  
Participation in 
trading card activity 
worksheet 
 

2 
 

Population 
comparison 
and  
demographics 

Trading card activity, 
Part 2 

50 min. 
period 

 

Trading cards 
Student worksheet 
 

participation in 
trading card activity 
worksheet 
 

3 
 

Threats, 
recovery goals, 
delisting 
criteria 

Are the issues black 
and white?  
Calculating ideal 
population size 

50 min. 
period 

Student worksheet 
 

participation  
worksheet 
 

4 
 

Stakeholders 
and 
governments  
 

Quick write  
Facebook stakeholder 
profile  
 

50 min. 
period 

Student worksheet 
Internet access 

participation in 
activity 
worksheet 
 

5 
 

NOAA 
representativ
e: Science, 
Management 
and 
Stewardship 

Problem solving: Use 
the delisting criteria for 
a recommendation on 
killer whale recovery. 
Data 
gaps/stewardship 

50 min. 
period 

Student worksheet 
 

participation  
worksheet 
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Teacher Feedback and curriculum evaluation  
Classroom Background Information 
Name: 
School: 
Class(s) you teach: 
 
Grade level: 

NOAA Representative: 
 
 
Visit date: 

Lessons 1-4 Evaluation Yes No Comment 
Was there enough background information to 
complete the lessons? 

   

Were the instructions for the lessons easy to 
follow? 

   

Was the time estimated for each lesson 
appropriate? 

   

Did the worksheets support the activities?    

Was the information age-appropriate?    

Were the students successful accomplishing 
the lessons using the websites? 

   

Would you be interested in teaching this 
again? 

   

How did you adapt any these lessons to your students?   
 
 
How would you describe student engagement in these lessons? 
 
 
 
Lesson 5 Evaluation 
 
What did the NOAA representative do well? 
 
 
What advice might you give this person who might visit other classrooms? 
 
 
 
Thank you for your feedback.  Your opinions are valuable and will help us transform these 
activities to be powerful tools for your students. 
 
Please send to:  
NOAA Fisheries, c/o Peggy Foreman, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Bld. 1, Seattle, WA 98115 or 
email  nwr.education@noaa.gov 
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