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Background

As our streams and rivers have produced 
fewer and fewer salmon and steelhead, 

there has been an increasing reliance on 
artificial propagation.

Lets look at the scope and intensity of artificial propagation……………..
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104 in Puget Sound

42 on the Oregon Coast

13 in Coastal California

159 in the Columbia Basin

13 in the Central Valley

The Columbia Basin has 
almost half of the 
hatchery programs for 
the entire west coast.  

The red dots denote hatchery programs that 
are the subject of on-going or pending 
litigation. 

Clearly, there is a heavy reliance on artificial 
propagation but for what purpose?
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The Primary Purposes Hatchery Programs Serve

1) Trust obligations to Indian Tribes 
2) Fisheries
3) Conservation
4) Climate change 

How do you knit together hatchery programs across 
3 states to accomplish this ?
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How do you Knit Together Columbia Basin 
Hatchery  Programs to Achieve these Purposes?

Start with existing laws and agreements.

For example, Public Law 94-587 implementing the Lower Snake River Compensation 
Plan to mitigate for effects from the construction and continuing operation of the four 
federal dams on the lower Snake River.   

Hatcheries are also part of the Grande Coulee, John Day and the Dalles, and the 
Willamette projects and FERC license requirements in the upper Columbia, Snake, 
Deschutes, Sandy, Lewis, Cowlitz and Clackamas include specific requirements to fund 
hatchery programs.  

The Mitchell Act, administered by NOAA Fisheries funds 60+ hatchery programs. 

Then what?
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Plans for each Hatchery Program are Tailored to 
serve a Specific Purpose 

Managers tailor their plans, also known as Hatchery & 
Genetic Management Plans (HGMPs).

Each hatchery program is unique. One program may 
operate to mimic wild salmon for maximum survival in the 
wild while another may culture fish for maximum survival 
in the hatchery and for characteristics and qualities that 
best serve the interests of fisheries.   

How is the process for tailoring and approving HGMPs working?
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Status of HGMPs under the Endangered Species Act  and 
under the National Environmental Policy Act

Total HGMPs…………………159

Done…………………………....30
In consultation………………....82
Waiting………………………….20
With the applicant……………..27

What does the future hold for hatcheries in the Columbia Basin?
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The Future of Hatcheries in the Columbia

Restore self-sustaining natural salmon production to 
streams and rivers of the Columbia Basin.

In the meantime, hatcheries will continue to be an 
important tool at the region’s disposal to support its 
multiple needs and objectives.
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Questions for the Panel 
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