Delta Operations for Salmonids and Sturgeon (DOSS) Group
Conference call: 2/12/13 at 9:00 a.m.

Objective: Provide advice to the Water Operations Management Team (WOMT) and National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on measures to reduce adverse effects from Delta operations
of the Central Valley Project and the State Water Project on salmonids and green sturgeon.
DOSS will work with other technical teams. DOSS notes and advice can be found at:
http://www.swr.noaa.gov/ocap/doss.htm.

DWR: Kevin Reece, Andy Chu, James Gleim, Edmund Yu, Dan Yamanaka

FWS: Craig Anderson, Leigh Bartoo, Roger Guinee

NMFES: Barbara Rocco, Jeff Stuart, Barb Byrne, Jeff McLain

Reclamation: Josh Israel, Tom Morstein-Marx

DFW: Bob Fujimura, Krystal Acierto, Jason Roberts, Mary Olswang, Joe Johnson, Robert
Vincik

SWRCB: Scott Ligare

EPA: Erin Foresman

IEP, USGS: not present

Agenda
1. Tisdale monitoring update
2. Fish monitoring
3. Current operations

Action item: Oppenheim will discuss the issue of monitoring at Tisdale with NMFS
management and report to DOSS next week.

McLain (NMFS) reported on the discussions regarding permitting of the Tisdale and Knights
Landing rotary screw trap monitoring, noting that (a) Tisdale take was expected to be covered
under the NMFS 2009 biological opinion on long-term operations of the CVP and SWP, pending
approval of specific sampling and reporting protocols, and (b) Knights Landing monitoring take
was expected to remain permitted through Permit 14808. Joe Johnson (DFW) described a few of
the draft sampling protocols that DFW has drafted. There was some discussion on whether the
new sampling design and protocol would change the information that DOSS receives. This is
possible; however, the details still need to be worked between DFW and NMFS.

Fish Monitoring: The following table presents fish monitoring data. Unless otherwise noted,
reported sizes are fork length. See also:
http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/operationscontrol/calfed/calfedmonitoring.cfm.

Chipps Is. Mossdale Beach
Location Midwater | Sacramento Kodiak .
Seines
Trawl Trawls Trawl
2/4,6,8 2/4,6,8 2/4,6,8 2/5-217
Sample Date
Total Catch 54 21 2 551
FR 17 2 503
WR 4
SR 36



http://www.swr.noaa.gov/ocap/doss.htm
http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/operationscontrol/calfed/calfedmonitoring.cfm

LFR

Ad-Clipped Chinook 13

DS 19 2
Splittail 4

Longfin 10

SH (ad-clip) 7 4 3
SH (wild) 1 2
W. Temp. (avg. °F) 49.6 49.6 52.0 50.2

Flows (avg. cfs)
Turbidity (avg. NTU) 36.5 17.7 115 23.7

WR/LFR Avg. CPUE
FR/SR Avg. CPUE

Key: FR = Fall run; LFR = Late-fall run; SR = Spring run; WR = Winter run; SH = Steelhead; DS = Delta
smelt; LFS = Longfin smelt; CPUE = catch per unit of effort; ACT = acoustic tag; N/A = not available

Monitoring:

In the Stanislaus River, the 2012 fall-run Chinook return was the highest upstream passage
count (7,046) since the weir went into operation in 2003 (compared with ~800 fall-run Chinook
in 2011). There was net upstream passage of 55 O. mykiss since 9/11/12, eight of which were
>16 inches long (length criterion used by DFW for classifying adults).

Fish Salvage: The fish salvage report covering 2/4/13-2/10/13 was provided by Geir Aasen
(DFW) and emailed to DOSS participants. This report is posted at
ftp://ftp.delta.dfg.ca.gov/salvage and you can locate the table under folder “DOSS salvage
tables” (also try http://www.dfg.ca.gov/delta/apps/salvage/Default.aspx and click on “salvage
FTP site”).

Report from Bob Fujimura (DFW) for February 4-10, 2013.

Nine non-clipped juvenile Chinook salmon were salvaged during the reporting period. These
salmon were in the winter-run size range and daily loss densities ranged from 0.2 to 0.4
fish/TAF. Four hatchery (ad-clipped) Chinook in the winter-run size range were salvaged. The
number of ad-clipped Chinook salvaged last week was lower (4) compared to that of the
previous week (20). All juvenile Chinook were salvaged at the CVP; none were salvaged at the
SWP. Salvage of steelhead decreased last week; 12 total non-clipped steelhead were salvaged
over 3 days at both facilities. The estimated daily loss densities ranged from 0.4 to 2.2
fish/TAF. Twenty-one ad-clipped steelhead were salvaged during the same period. No sturgeon
were observed last week.

Preliminary results for Monday, 2/11/13, indicate that no salmonids were salvaged at the SWP
and four non-ad-clipped steelhead were salvaged at the CVVP. The steelhead salvaged on 2/11/13
was 239 mm and steelhead salvaged last week ranged from 215 to 268 mm.

The Mokelumne Fish Hatchery began releasing yearling steelhead on 2/7/13 and will continue
through 2/13/13. Approximately 181,000 will be released at New Hope Landing. All are ad-
clipped.


ftp://ftp.delta.dfg.ca.gov/salvage
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/delta/apps/salvage/Default.aspx

The following daily summary graphs and table were prepared by Bob Fujimura (DFW).

Compiled by Bob Fujimura on February 11, 2013
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Figure 1. Daily salvage of Chinook salmon (all races) and water exports from the

state and federal fish salvage facilities during December 1, 2012 through
February 10, 2013. Graph obtained from the DFG salvage monitoring web-

page: hitp:/iwww.dfg.ca.gov/delta/apps/salvage/SalvageExportCalendar.aspx.
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Figure 2. Daily salvage of steelhead and water exports from the state and
federal fish salvage facilities during December 1, 2012 through February 10,
2013. Graph obtained from the DFG salvage monitoring web-page:

http /fwww .dfg.ca.govidelta/apps/salvage/Salvage ExportCalendar.aspx




Below are graphs provided by DWR for Chinook salmon salvaged at the Delta fish facilities and
for older juvenile Chinook salmon and steelhead observed in the Sacramento and San Joaquin
rivers. For additional graphs, please visit the DWR website

at: http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/operationscontrol/calfed/calfedmonitoring.cfm.

OBSERVED CHINOOK SALVAGE AT THE SWP & CVP
DELTA FISH FACILITIES 08/01/2012 THROUGH 02/10/2013
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NON-CLIPPED WINTER RUN & OLDER JUVENILE CHINOOK LOSS
AT THE DELTA FISH FACILITIES 01 OCT 2012 THROUGH 10 FEB 2013
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“Older juvenile Chinook defined as all Chinook above the minimurn winter run length-gt-date criteria and below the maximum size included in the length-al-date criteria (Delta model)
**Based on the final juvenile production estimate (JPE), which comes cut 1o be about 532.80% non-clipped winter run (WR) Chinook entering the Della during water year 2013.


http://www.water.ca.gov/swp/operationscontrol/calfed/calfedmonitoring.cfm

NUMBER OF OLDER JUVENILE CHINOOK MEASURED

IN THE SACRAMENTO RIVER
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*Older juvenile Chinook defined as all Chinook above the minimum winter run length-at-date criteria and below the maximum size included in the

length-at-date criteria (Frank Fisher model).
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** Tisdale Weir: One older juvenile caught on 9/14 and 43 older juveniles caught on 11/25. However, CPUE was not calculated due to problems with the cone

clickers. As a result, data are not presented on the graph.

“**Turbidity is a discrete measurement and is not measured continuously. Therefore, data are interpolated on days when turbidity was not measured.
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NUMBER OF OLDER JUVENILE CHINOOK MEASURED
IN THE LOWER SACRAMENTO RIVER & CHIPPS ISLAND

Number Caught

Number Caught (per 10 tows)

DWR-DES 12 FEB 2013
Preliminary data from FWS and CDEC; subject to revision.

*Clder juvenile Chinook defined as all Chinook above the minimum winter run length-at-date criteria and below the maximum size included in the
length-at-date criteria (Frank Fisher model).

**Sacramento area seine route consists of the following seine sites: Verona, Elkhorn, Sand Cove, Discovery Park, American River, Miller Park, Sherwood Harbor,
and Garcia Bend. Bars are stacked if Chinook caught from the trawl and seines are from the same day.
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NUMBER OF OLDER JUVENILE CHINOOK AND STEELHEAD
MEASURED IN THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER
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DWR-DES 12 FEB 2013

Preliminary data from FWS and CDEC; subject to revision.

*QOlder juvenile Chinook defined as all Chinook above the minimum winter run length-at-date criteria and below the maximum size included in the
length-at-date criteria (Frank Fisher model).

Coded Wire Tag Results (see table below): The last tag recovered was on 2/6 and was read.
This was a late-fall-run Chinook from the third spring-run surrogate release group.

Winter run (182,662) from Livingston Stone National Fish Hatchery were released on 2/7 about
10 miles downstream of Caldwell Park in Redding.
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HATCHERY (ADIPOSE FIN CUPPED) CHINOOK SALMON LOSS AT THE SWP & CVP DELTA FISH FACILITIES, 2012/2013

CWT Confirmad ’ C:;S:m ::ﬁn::; Date of Date of
Releage Date Race Hatche Releage Site Release Type Loss % Loss’ Level Level Firgt Loss | Last Loss
1175201 F fMokelumne River Halchery  [Mokelumne River |** 50088 587 nia nia 12152012 | 17202013
1129201 LF Colemnan MFH T T i 40B0.76 506 nfa nia 12/0/2012 | /2072013
1218201 LF Coleman MFH i 58.20 080 .5% 12312012 | 1282013
ERu LF Coleman NFH 119.81 152 .9%: 202013 | 222013
1125201 LF %ﬂm NFH 576 007 :9‘5- 232013 2ER013
207201 W |Ll\c1r_lsslﬂn Stone NFH 0.00 000 5% - -
Unknown CWT | Unread CWT | Hatchery
Facility Loss" Loss' Loss®
SWP 9.03 0.00 o.co
CVP 5.0 Q.00 o.oo
TOTAL 14.73 0.0o 0.00
E?:':'L‘;;1'::.’1“.!:2‘3';.’..‘1”:.‘.',.";'::.”?::‘.‘f.:f-!ll'; Wk Loss = (Confimmed LosarTots Entaring Do 1190,
ettt limaeebreliel eyt
Operations (2/12/13)
SWP | CVP
Exports (cfs)
Clifton Court Forebay | 1,000 | Jones Pumping Plant | 1,600
Reservoir Releases (cfs)
Feather - Oroville 1,750 American - Nimbus 2,250
Sacramento - Keswick 4,000 (continue to be
reduced 100 cfs/day to
3,800 cfs by 2/14, and
possibly lower the week
of 2/17 depending on
expected conditions for
March.)
Stanislaus - Goodwin 1,500
Reservoir Storage (in TAF, % of capacity)
San Luis (SWP) 463 San Luis (CVP) 760
Oroville 2,760 Shasta 3,539
New Melones 1,619 Folsom 571

Delta Operations
DCC Closed Sacramento River at 17,025
Freeport (cfs)
San Joaquin River (cfs) | 2,428
Outflow Index (cfs) 16,400 at Vernalis
Total Delta Inflow (cfs) 20,226 OMR (daily) (cfs) -1,759
Water Temperature (°F) 239(; (3 station OMR 5-day avg (cfs) -2,160
70 (west of OMR 14-day avg (cfs) -2,113
X2 (km) Chipps Island)
E/l (%) 14.7 (14-d avg)

Water Quality: DWR is on target for meeting the D-1641 standard for 28 days of X2 at Chipps
Island. Current daily X2 location is just downstream or west of Chipps Island. Water quality is
being met for both daily and 14-day averages. Qwest is positive, 2,395 cfs, as of yesterday.
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Weather: There is a small system (0.1 inch) forecast for 2/20, but it looks pretty dry for next 10
days.

Smelt Working Group (SWG): SWG met and made the same recommendation of no more
negative than -1,250 cfs OMR flow on a 14-day average. The concern level of 75% of the take
limit was reached on 2/6/13; there has been no salvage of delta smelt in the last 5 days.

RPA 1V.3 Language Clarification: A meeting is set for 2/26/13 to discuss this. If anyone not
on the meeting notification wants to join, please contact Byrne (NMFS). We will report on the
outcome to DOSS in March.

DOSS advice to WOMT and NMFS: None.
Next Meeting: Given the holiday on 2/18/13, monitoring data would not be available before the

scheduled Tuesday conference call; therefore, next week’s DOSS call is cancelled. The next
DOSS meeting will be Tuesday, 2/26/13, at 9:00 a.m.



