Summary of CPS Workshop I, February 2010

Mark Helvey is the Assistant Regional Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries with the NMFS Southwest
Regional Office (SWRO). He received a M.S. degree in Marine Sciences from the University of Arizona
and an M.B.A. from California State University, Long Beach. In his current position, he is involved in
domestic and international fisheries issues as they relate to highly migratory and coastal pelagic species.
Mr. Helvey represents the SWRO at the Pacific Fishery Management Council. His present interests revolve
around seeking sustainable fishing opportunities for U.S. west coast fishermen.

Discussions about rights-based management during the 2010 workshop focused almost exclusively on catch
share programs, which were not unanimously embraced by industry participants in the workshop. While many
participants in the 2010 workshop acknowledged the potential for improved economic efficiency if the fishery
transitioned to a rights-based or catch share management approach, many expressed concerns about community
implications and whether such an approach would be flexible enough to account for regional differences within
the fishery. These concerns served as the basis for this follow-on workshop in 2012, which explored a range of
options available under a broader RBM approach.

Concerns raised about catch share programs during the 2010 workshop included:

controversy over initial allocations, particularly around equity across the regions of the fishery;
time requirements for design and implementation;

the ability to adequately assess community impacts;

the impacts to small landings operations and niche markets;

deterrence to new entrants;

access to adequate stock assessment information; and

the effects of stock fluctuations on share values.

The 2010 workshop proceedings report is available at:

swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/fmd/cps/2010-cs-workshop-proceedings.htm / ‘61 e
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Photo: Notes from 2010 CPS workshop discussions about various rights-based management approaches . Credit: Mark Helvey




