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RIGHTS-BASED MANAGEMENT 
AND CATCH SHARES IN THE UNITED STATES

Fishery managers and industry representatives who participate in U.S. fisheries currently using RBM approaches 
shared their knowledge and perspectives with workshop participants.  Fishery managers presented design and 
operational features of the catch share programs they help administer.  Industry representatives discussed their 
perspectives about the effects of the programs on fishing operations and businesses (see Appendix C for the 
perspectives of individual panelists).  These presentations and panel sessions were organized around three interest 
areas that emerged from the 2010 workshop:  regional flexibility, community considerations, and economic 
efficiency.  Summaries of the presentations for each interest area are provided first and the summaries of the three 
interest area panels follow at the end of this section.

The information exchange started with an overview of NOAA’s Catch Share Policy and a panel session on U.S. 
industry experiences with catch share implementation.  The NMFS Catch Share Policy Coordinator presented 
a comprehensive review of NOAA’s guiding principles for catch shares, related requirements of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), and general lessons learned.  After, industry represen-
tatives from several domestic fisheries that transitioned to RBM participated in a panel discussion.
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