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Saving Salmon 
5th Grade Social Studies: You Decide CBA 

Lesson 2:  Geography: Where do salmon live and do they recognize borders? 
 

 Subject Area(s):  Science (Ecosystems/Ranges) and Social Studies 
(Geography, Governments, and Management)  

Duration:50-60 minutes  

Descriptions: Students will distinguish between habitats, ranges, and ecosystems.  Then 
students will compare and contrast two different species of salmon and make a map showing their 
range.   Then students will inquire how agencies work together to solve common goals, like 
salmon recovery. 
Key words: habitat, range, ecosystem, jurisdictions, managing agencies 

Materials: Worksheet 
Computers with internet access 

State Standards: 
WA, OR, and ID 

WA: EALR 1:  Civics.  Component 1.2: Understands the purposes, organizations, and functions of 
government, laws, and political systems.  GLE 1.2.1:  Understands the organization of the U.S. 
Government. 
 
WA:  EALR 3:  Geography.  Component 3.2:  Students use spatial perspective to make reasoned 
decisions.  GLE:  3.2.3:  Understands human interactions. 
 
OR: Geography.  CCG: Understands the spatial concepts of location, distance, directions, scale, 
and movement.  SS.05.GE.01:  Understands and uses geographic information using a variety of 
scales, patterns of distribution, and arrangement. 
 
OR:  Civics and Government.  CCG:  Understands the organization.  SS.05.CG.02:  Identify the 
primary functions of federal, state, and local governments. 
 
ID:  Standard 2: Geography.  Goal 2.1: Analyze the spatial organizations of people, places, and 
environment on the earth’s surface.  Objective 1:  Develop and use different kinds of maps, 
globes, graphs, charts, databases, and models to display and obtain information. 

Focus Questions: Where do these animals live at different stages of their life cycle? 
What determines an animal’s range?   
Does an animal’s range change over time?  What might be the cause of that? 
How important is it that government agencies work together to recover salmon? 

Learning 
Objectives: 
 
 

At the end of this lesson students will be able to:  
• Distinguish between a salmon’s habitat, range, and ecosystem for two species of Pacific 

Salmon. 
• Explain how much time a species spends in different parts of its range. 
• Explain how levels of government coordinate recovery efforts. 

Engage and 
Encounter 

Students will discuss the differences and similarities between habitat, range, and ecosystems.  
Students will look more closely at two species in their region and compare their habitat use, while 
mapping their range and documenting how long these animals are occupying each habitat.   

Explore and 
Investigate 

Students will start thinking about how agencies govern or manage these species that do not 
recognize borders. 

Reflect and 
ExplainAssessme
nt:  
 

Students will write a persuasive paper using the Washington State Classroom Based Assessment 
(CBA), You 
Decidehttp://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/BridgingDocuments/Elem08/Elem
Civics-YouDecide-CBA.pdf 

Apply and Extend Is It Sustainable?  Lesson plan from Facing the Futures 
http://www.facingthefuture.org/Portals/0/documents/GSRLibrary/6.Is.it.Sustainable.pdf 
Creating our Future 
http://www.facingthefuture.org/Portals/0/documents/GSRLibrary/40.Creating.our.Future.pdf 

Contact NOAA  For a guest speaker in lesson 5 email:  nwr.education@noaa.gov 
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Saving Salmon 
Lesson 2:  Geography: Where do salmon live and do they recognize borders? 

 
Background:  Habitat loss and modification are believed to be the major factors determining 
the current status of salmonid populations. Conservation and recovery of Pacific Northwest 
salmon and steelhead depend on having diverse habitats with connections among those 
habitats. The salmonid lifecycle involves adults maturing in the ocean, migrating back to their 
home streams and spawning, embryos incubating, fry emerging, juveniles growing, and smolts 
migrating to the estuary to acclimate to saltwater and moving out into the ocean. Each phase 
may require use of and access to distinct habitats. Loss of habitat reduces the diversity in 
salmon and steelhead life histories, which influences the ability of these fish to adapt to natural 
and man-made change.  
 
I. Whole Class:    (15 minutes)  
 

A.  Have students agree on an acceptable definition for habitat, range, and 
ecosystem.   
 

1. Habitat: An animal’s habitat is its location or the area in which all of its needs 
are met.  
 

2. Range:  An animal’s range is the area in which members of its population are 
distributed. 
 

3. Ecosystem: An ecosystem is a collection of plants and animals living and 
interacting in a common area and dependent on one another for survival. 

 
II. Research time, computer lab ideal:    (45 minutes) 
 

A.  Have students work either in partners or alone to compare and contrast the 
habitat use of two species of salmon in your area. 

 
B.  When finished they may turn the worksheet over and look at the positive and 
negative impacts that affect freshwater habitats.     
 

III.  Homework/ Assessment:    
 

A.  Worksheet provided:  Have students finish their research and be prepared to 
share with the class the next time they meet.  See rubric. 
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                                     Salmon Species:                                                                                                        Salmon Species:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Fresh water 
 
    Salt water 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  

                                      GEOGRAPHY 
 
                               Let’s take a closer look at where salmon live, first define the following terms.  

Vocabulary 
words: 

Definitions: 

Habitat=   

Range=   

Ecosystem=   

 
Different species of salmon use different parts of the watershed.  Chose 2 species of salmon in your area and compare and contrast the habitat use 
and prioritize which do you think are the most important to protect.  Make a map showing the ranges of the different salmon species. 
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                                      Do Salmon know borders? 
 
                               As the two salmon species you chose on the other side, move through their range, what political boundaries do they cross and  
                               how do managers work towards a common goal? 
Habitat Type Federal State Local Tribal 

Freshwater 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Estuary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Ocean  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

How do you suppose these different government agencies work together? 
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